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MWGA CONSTITUTION 1 

 

 

Restated and Adopted 11-14-2020 

MICHIGAN WOMEN’S GOLF ASSOCIATION 
ARTICLES OF CONSTITUTION 

 

 
 
 

ARTICLE I: NAME 

The name of the Association shall be the Michigan Women's Golf Association (MWGA). 

 

ARTICLE II: PURPOSE 

The Association is organized to operate exclusively for charitable, scientific, literary or 

educational purposes and to foster amateur sports competition within the meaning of section 

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or the corresponding section of any future 

federal tax code (the “Code”), and in particular to: (1) educate female golfers on the rules and 

values of the game of golf by conducting competitions, educational clinics and other events for 

the benefit of its membership and by actively supporting other events sponsored by 

organizations in which the Association is a member, such as the USGA (United States Golf 

Association) and the GAM (Golf Association of Michigan) and (2) provide golf instruction and 

programs to junior girls, in a girl friendly environment. All funds, whether membership dues, 

income or principal, and whether acquired by gifts, contributions or otherwise, shall be devoted 

to said purposes. 

 

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1: Full membership in the Association shall be open to amateur female golfers.  

 

Section 2: There shall be four classes of membership in the Association. 

 

Section 2a: Regular membership shall be granted to female golfers who do not 

qualify for membership under Section 2b of this Article and shall 

consist of all the privileges, benefits and rights granted in the 

Constitution and Bylaws of the Association. For dues purposes, 

Regular membership shall be divided into three groups: Regular 

(ages 19-49), Senior (ages 50-69), and Super Senior (ages 70+). 

 

Section 2b: Student membership shall be available to female golfers attending 

high school or college (ages 22 & younger, and shall consist of all 

the privileges, benefits and rights granted in the Constitution and 

Bylaws of the Association. For dues purposes, Student membership 

shall be divided into two groups: Student (age 19-22) and Junior 

(ages 18 and younger).  

 

Section 2c: Associate membership shall be available to businesses and 

organizations and shall include all the privileges and benefits of the 

Association except voting rights and election to office. 

 

Section 2d: Honorary membership may be granted to persons who have made 

notable contributions to the MWGA and/or women’s golf in Michigan. 

Honorary membership requires approval by the Board of Directors 

and shall consist of all the privileges, benefits and rights granted in 

the Constitution and Bylaws of the Association, except voting rights 

and election to office.  
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Section 3: Regional Chapters 

Section 3a: The Association shall allow the formation of regional chapters within 

the State of Michigan.  

 

Section 3b: Regional chapters shall comply with all requirements of the MWGA 

Constitution and Bylaws. 

 

Section 3c: Regional chapters shall be managed locally and report to the Board 

of Directors of the Association.  

 

Section 3d: All finances of a chapter shall be included in the primary accounts of 

the Association. 

 

Section 3e: The Association reserves the right to dissolve any chapter that does 

not comply with these guidelines. 

 

Section 4: Sponsored Males 

 A regular member may sponsor a male to establish his USGA index through 

MWGA. No membership privileges, benefits and rights granted in the Constitution 

or Bylaws shall be extended to sponsored males. 

 

 

ARTICLE IV: BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Section 1: The Association shall be governed and managed by a Board of Directors consisting 

of no fewer than seven (7) regular members. 

 

Section 2: The Board shall be comprised of the officers and at-large Board members as 

defined in the Association Bylaws.  

 

Section 3: The Board of Directors terms of office shall be two (2) to three (3) years as 

defined in the Association Bylaws.  

 

Section 4: The officers shall be determined at the first Board meeting following the Annual 

General Election.  

 

Section 5: A majority of the Board present, physically or electronically, at any meeting shall 

constitute a quorum. 

 

ARTICLE V: INDEMNIFICATION 

Section 1: Each person who is or was a director, officer, or member of a committee of the 

Association and each person who serves or has served at the request of the 

Association as a director, officer, partner, employee or agent of any other 

corporation, partnership, joint venture, trust or other enterprise shall be 

indemnified by the Association to the fullest extent permitted by the laws of the 

State of Michigan in effect at the time.  The Association may, to the extent 

authorized at the time, by the Board, grant rights to indemnification to any 

employee, non-director volunteer, or agent of the Association to the fullest extent 

provided under the laws of the State of Michigan in effect at the time.  The 

Association may purchase and maintain insurance on behalf of any such person 

against any liability asserted against and incurred by such person in any such 

capacity or arising out of his or her status as such, whether or not the Association 

would have power to indemnify such person against such liability under the 

preceding sentences. 
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Section 2: Further, no member of the Board of Directors of the Association who is a 

volunteer director and no volunteer officer, as those terms are defined in the 

Michigan Nonprofit Corporation Act, as amended (the “Act”), shall be personally 

liable to the Association or its members for monetary damages for a breach of the 

director’s or officer’s fiduciary duty.  However, this provision shall not eliminate or 

limit the liability of a director or officer for any of the following:  (1) a breach of 

the director’s or officer’s duty of loyalty to the Association or its members, (2) 

acts or omissions not in good faith or that involve intentional misconduct or a 

knowing violation of law, (3) a violation of section 551(1) of the Act, (4) a 

transaction from which the director or officer derived an improper personal 

benefit, (5) an act or omission occurring before the filing of these Articles of 

Constitution, or (6) an act or omission that is grossly negligent. 

 

Section 3: In addition, the Association shall assume all liability for all acts or omissions of a 

volunteer director, volunteer officer or other non-director volunteer, as those 

terms are defined in the Act, occurring on or after the effective date of the filing of 

these Articles of Constitution if all of the following are met:  (1) the volunteer was 

acting or reasonably believed he or she was acting within the scope of his or her 

authority, (2) the volunteer was acting in good faith, (3) the volunteer’s conduct 

did not amount to gross negligence or willful and wanton misconduct, (4) the 

volunteer’s conduct was not an intentional tort, and (5) the volunteer’s conduct 

was not a tort arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of a motor 

vehicle for which tort liability may be imposed as provided in section 3135 of the 

Insurance Code of 1956, Act No. 218 of the Public Acts of 1956, being section 

500.3135 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. 

 

Section 4: However, the Association shall not assume any liability to the extent the 

assumption is inconsistent with the status of the Association as an organization 

described in section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 

ARTICLE VI: FISCAL YEAR 

The fiscal year of the Association shall be from January 1 to December 31. 

 

ARTICLE VII: ASSOCIATION COLORS 

The official colors of the Association shall be blue and white. For artistic purposes, additional 

colors may be utilized if approved by the Board.   

 

ARTICLE VIII: AMENDMENTS 

Section 1: This Constitution may be amended at the Annual Meeting by a two-thirds majority 

of the members present provided the proposed amendment has been submitted 

to all members at least two (2) weeks prior to the vote. 

 

Section 2: The Board may call a special meeting of the Association for the purpose of 

amending this Constitution by a two-thirds majority of the members present 

provided the proposed amendment has been submitted to all members at least 

two (2) weeks prior to the vote. 

 

ARTICLE IX: DISSOLUTION 

In the event of the termination of the activities of the Association and its dissolution, the entire 

assets of the Association, together with any and all accumulations thereto, after payment of all 

debts, obligations, liabilities, costs and expenses of the Association, shall be distributed for one 

or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Code, or corresponding 

section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a 

state or local government for public purposes. 
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Restated and Adopted 11-14-2020 

MICHIGAN WOMEN’S GOLF ASSOCIATION BYLAWS 
 

 

ARTICLE I: NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF THE ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Section 1: The seven-member Association Board will consist of the President, Vice President, 

Secretary, Treasurer, and three (3) at-large Association Board members. They will 

serve a term of two (2) to three (3) years, at the discretion of the Association Board.  

 

Section 2: The Nominations Committee shall present candidates to the Association Board for all 

available directorships. The Nominations Committee shall present final candidates to 

the membership at least two weeks prior to the Annual General Election. Write-in 

candidates will be accepted. 

 

Section 3: Retiring Association Board members may be re-elected. 

 

Section 4: Election of new Association Board members will take place by ballot.  The Nominations 

Committee shall be responsible for collecting and tallying the ballot results.  

 

Section 5: Before an Association Board member may hold the office of President, she shall have 

served one (1) year on the Association Board. She may serve three (3) consecutive 

years as President or additional consecutive years as approved by the majority of the 

Association Board.  

 

Section 6: Should an Association Board member resign, her term shall be filled by the candidate 

who placed next in votes in the preceding election. Should that candidate be unable to 

accept, the vacancy shall be offered to the remainder of the candidates in the order of 

the number of votes received. Should none of the candidates be able to fill the 

vacancy, it shall be filled by Association Board appointment. 

  

Section 7: All records and equipment of a retiring or resigning Association Board member shall be 

turned over to the Association Board.  

 

 

ARTICLE II: ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Section 1: The President shall preside over Association Board meetings, ensure goals and 

objectives of the organization are being met and that policies and procedures are 

being followed. 

 

Section 2: The Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President in her absence or inability 

to function and shall perform other duties as assigned and requested. 

 

Section 3: The Secretary shall record all meetings, furnish minutes of the Association Board 

meetings to Association Board members, keep any necessary records and process 

correspondence relating to the MWGA and other duties requested. 

 

Section 4: The Treasurer shall take charge of all funds and keep an accurate, up-to-date record of 

all receipts and disbursements. All indebtedness incurred by the Association shall be 

paid by the Treasurer. She shall be bonded annually, said bonding to be paid from the 

treasury. 
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Section 5:  Three (3) at-large Association Board members will oversee the Committees and sub-

committees, whose Chairpersons will report to them. Committee Chairpersons will be 

appointed by the Association Board. 

 

1):  The Handicap Committee shall be responsible for the integrity of the handicap 

process as outlined in the Rules of Handicapping manual and in the USGA 

Handicap Committee manual, and as requested by the Association Board.  

 

2): The Rules Committee shall ensure that the USGA Rules and MWGA local rules 

are interpreted and applied appropriately during MWGA competitions.  The 

committee will ensure members have access to education and instruction on 

the Rules of Golf and have access to the USGA Rules of Golf manuals. The 

members of the committee will develop and maintain the MWGA local rules, 

guidelines and policies, as they relate to competitions and general code of 

conduct.   

 

3): The Membership Committee shall review, update and maintain all membership 

records in applicable databases and ensure each member receives confirmation 

of membership and benefits. This committee will also lead efforts for 

membership growth.  

 

4): The Communications Committee shall ensure appropriate information and news 

is provided to the membership and to potential members in a timely manner. 

The committee will also strive to create exposure and support of the MWGA and 

its mission and activities. 

 

5): The Juniors Committee shall promote the Association and its activities to junior 

players and support the development of youth programs. The junior program 

will also be promoted to MWGA members for their participation and support.   

 

6): The Publicity & Promotions Committee shall furnish pertinent information on the 

Association, its activities and its members to the media and other 

communication sources, such as social media and trade shows. 

 

7): The Awards Committee shall be responsible for the design, selection and 

purchase of Association gift certificates, prizes, gifts and awards.  

 

8): The Events Committee shall coordinate and supervise all Association non-

competitive events. This includes such things as, Skills clinics, trips, social 

events, and fundraisers. 

 

9): The Competitions Committee shall coordinate and supervise all Association 

competitions from securing host courses, and arranging accommodations  to 

setting up the event, managing registration, creating correspondences to 

players, and tracking results.  This committee should have several sub-

committees. 

 

10): The Fund Development Committee shall be responsible for activities conducted 

to generate financial support for the Association.  

 

11): The Technology Committee shall oversee the information technology 

environment of the Association, including but not limited to maintenance of the 

website and the selection of any requested software. 

 

12): An individual may serve on more than one (1) committee. Committee members 

may volunteer or be can be selected by the Committee Chair.  
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Section 6: If approved by the Association Board of Directors, the failure of any Association Board 

member to fulfill her position shall result in her removal.     

 

Section 7: Directorships may be created, combined, defined or eliminated by the Association 

Board. 

 

Section 8: Each Association Board member may receive a paid annual membership from the 

Association.  

 

 

   

ARTICLE III: DUES 

 

The annual assessment to cover administrative costs shall be established by the Association Board. 

 

 

ARTICLE IV: RESPONSIBILITY AND DISCIPLINE 

 

Section 1: Members of the Association shall abide by the Constitution, Bylaws and other rules, 

policies, codes, procedures and guidelines of the Association. At all times they shall 

conduct themselves in an appropriate manner that reflects positively on the 

Association.  

 

Section 2: Complaints against a member should be presented to the Association Board. After 

hearing the complainant and the offender, the decision of the Association Board shall 

be final. The Association Board has the power to take disciplinary action against a 

member. Such action may include ineligibility for events or membership expulsion 

from the Association. 

 

 

ARTICLE V: MEETINGS 

 

Section 1: There shall be an Annual Meeting with the date and place to be determined by the 

Association Board, at which the fiscal Treasury report shall be given to the 

membership as well as other reports deemed necessary. 

 

Section 2: The Association Board shall meet monthly or as necessary. 

 

Section 3: The President may call a Special Meeting of the Association Board and may also call a 

Special Meeting of the full membership of the Association at the request of the 

Association Board.  

 

Section 4: Special Association Board Meetings may be requested by one-third of the members on 

the Association Board. 

                       

                                

ARTICLE VI: COMPETITIONS AND PRIZES 

 

Section 1: The official competition season shall run approximately from May through October. 

 

Section 2: The Competitions Committee shall establish and submit the competition schedule to 

the Association Board for approval.  

 

Section 3: The Competitions and Events Office (CEO), a sub-committee of the Competitions 

Committee will run all competitions. The CEO will receive all event registrations, 
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determine teams, flights, pairings and awards, control distribution of awards at each 

event and determine and track the financial structure of the event. 

 

Section 4: Guidelines for entry fees and prize structures shall be established by the Competitions  

committee with the approval of Association Board.  

 

Section 5: Competition play shall be governed by the USGA Rules of Golf, and MWGA local rules.  

 

Section 6: The Competitions committee shall provide competition financial statements to the 

Association Board.  

 

 

 

ARTICLE VII:   AMENDMENTS 

 

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the members present at the 

Annual Meeting, provided the full membership has been advised of the proposed amendment(s) at 

least two weeks before the vote is taken. 

 



 

MWGA COMPETITION & EVENT GUIDELINES 
Revised March, 2022, updated on 7/26  

 

1) Eligibility 
Competitions are open to all female amateur golfers. Mixed events are also open to amateur male golfers. 
Professional golfers may participate in designated Pro-Am events.  

2) Fees 
a) The entry fee for each competition is priced at $80 per day; including all prizes and games. Meals, when included 

with the competition, will be an additional $23. 

b) The entry fee for non-member women will be $16 more than the entry fee for members, unless designated 

otherwise.  Male partners in mixed competitions playing with members will pay the member fee.  

c) Refunds will be issued based on the MWGA Refund Policy. 
 

3) 
 

Flights 
The number of flights will be determined by the number of entries and the Handicap Index (H.I.) range of those 
entered in the competition. The target is a minimum of nine teams per flight in team events, but could be adjusted, 
when deemed appropriate by the competition committee.  Multiple tees could be used in any event.  Tees will be 
assigned by H.I. as deemed appropriate by the Competitions Committee. 
 

4)  Prizes 
a) A minimum of 30% of the field will receive prizes. 

b) There will be an equal number of gross and net prizes by flight in all MWGA competitions, unless otherwise 

specified.  

c) In order to be eligible for net prizes, a player must have a current, official, USGA H.I. The H.I. should adhere to the 

MWGA Handicap Guidelines or will be subject to the penalties described in the guidelines and other MWGA 

policies.  

d) The number of entries will determine the number of places paid in each flight. The following are the payouts per 

player for each place, when those places are paid: 1st - $40; 2nd - $30; 3rd - $20.  When there are less than 9 

teams in a flight, the awards may be adjusted, as necessary, by the Competitions Committee. 

e) Tie breaking procedures are listed in the event Player Information document. 
 

5) Contests/Games 
Contest and games included in the competition will be paid out as follows: 
The total game money pot per player will be $10 per day, to be divided as follows: 
a) $3 for closest to the flagstick (CTF) contest.  CTF will be available on 2 - 4 par 3’s with 1 - 3 flights, based on 

individual H.I., and size of the field. The player's ball must be on the green in one to claim CTF. 

b) $2 for double-bogey or better chip-ins, when a ball, not on the green, is holed.  This game is not flighted. 

c) $5 for skins, by flight, which could be gross only, net only or both, based on the competition. 

For competitions with only one flight (except an A,B,C,D team competitions), two skin flights will be created based on 
team handicap. 

6) Individual competitions - Flighting and Handicap.  
Players will be flighted by their H.I. and will receive 95%of their Course Handicap (CH), as their playing handicap. 
For Stableford points, see Competition Formats for details.  

 
 
 



7) Two-person team competitions - Flighting and Handicap.  
a) Two-person scramble - For flight position and handicap, the team handicap will be calculated by taking 35% of 

the lowest course handicap and 15% of highest course handicap.  (H.I. may be used instead of CH).  

A two-person scramble team will be required to use each player's drive 6 times. 

b) Two-person Chapman For flight position and handicap, the team handicap will be calculated by taking 60% of the 

lowest course handicap and 40% of highest course handicap.  

c) Two-person four-ball - For flight position, the team's flight will be determined by the handicap of the lowest 

handicap player on the team. Each player receives 85% of her/his course handicap. 

d) Two-person eraser - For flight position, a team's flight will be determined by taking 50% of each player's lowest 

handicap index over the past 6 months, which will also determine the tees the player will be playing from. Each 

player will receive 85% of her/his current course handicap.  Players will likely be playing from multiple sets of 

tees.  In equity the Handicap and Competitions Committees may need to make appropriate adjustments.  Any 

adjustments will be announced prior to the competition. 

8) Four-person team competitions 
a) Handicap Allowances – 

i. Teams with a combined team handicap index (or Course Handicap or Playing Handicap) of less than 35 are 
not eligible to enter MWGA 4-woman team events.   

ii. Teams with a combined team handicap index (or Course Handicap or Playing Handicap)  of less than 55, using 
the lowest index over the last 3 months, will play together in their own flight. Depending on the number of 
teams, and team handicap ranges, others could be added to this flight.   

iii. Payouts for flights with less than 9 teams will be determined by the number of players in that flight, with 1st 
place receiving 60% (not to exceed $40) of the self-supporting prize money and 2nd place receiving 40% (not 
to exceed $30).  

 

We suggest no more one player with less than a 10 handicap index is chosen for a team and that team have at 
least one player with a 20 handicap index or above.  This should provide our members with more opportunities to 
play with and get to know other members. 
 

b) Flighting and Handicap 

For flight position, team handicaps will be calculated by taking 25% of the lowest H.I or CH on the team, 20% of 

the next lowest, 15% of the next lowest and 10% of the highest handicap. For scrambles, this number will be the 

team handicap.  For other competitions, each player will receive 85% of her course handicap, when determining 

hole-by-hole net scores. 
 

c) A four-person scramble team will be required to use each players drive 3 times. 
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MWGA Rules and Conditions of MWGA Competitions 

Effective Jan 1, 2023 

  

  

  

  

  

The current USGA Rules of Golf are in effect. Please take note of the local rules and information.  
  

STARTING TIME   The player must start the round at her assigned starting time.  The order of play is not relevant. If 

the player arrives ready to play no more than 5 minutes after the assigned starting time, the player will be assessed 
the general penalty (loss of the first hole in Match Play and 2 strokes on the first hole in Stroke Play).  At 5 minutes 

after the assigned starting time, the player will be disqualified.  For two-player team events, one player must be 

present at the assigned tee time. (Rule 5.3) 

  

GENERAL AREA    The area of the course that covers the entire course except the teeing area and putting green of the 

hole being played, and all penalty areas and all bunkers.  (Rule 2.2)  

  

MAXIMUM OF 14 CLUBS   Check the number of clubs in your bag before starting.  (Rule 4.1) 

  

AUTOMOTIVE TRANSPORTATION   Players may use automotive carts. The competition fee will be the same whether 

players ride or walk.  Spectators are not permitted to ride. Caddies are not permitted in any competition.   

  

PACE OF PLAY   The MWGA Pace of Play Policy will be in effect.  (Rule 5.6) 

  

OUT-OF-BOUNDS   A ball is out of bounds when all of it lies out of bounds. When a ball is OB, the player must take 

stroke-and-distance relief by adding one penalty stroke and playing a ball from where the previous stroke was made.  
(Rule 18.2, 14.6)  

  

IMMOVABLE OBSTRUCTIONS   Such as cart paths, sprinkler systems, buildings, and benches:  

Without penalty, drop within one club length from the reference point (the nearest point of complete relief), no 

closer to the hole. (Rule 16)  

  

BUNKERS   Loose impediments and movable obstructions may be removed from bunkers with no penalty (Rule 12.2)  

  

ACCIDENTAL MOVEMENT OF A BALL ON A PUTTING GREEN:  

• When a player’s ball lies on the putting green, there is no penalty if the ball or ball marker is accidentally 

moved by the player, his partner, his opponent, or any of their caddies or equipment.  

• The moved ball or ball marker must be replaced as provided in 13.1d  

• Once a ball is marked, lifted and replaced, the ball “owns” that spot and shall be replaced there if moved 

accidentally, by wind, water or other natural causes such as gravity.  

  

               Note: If it is determined that a player’s ball that has not been marked, lifted and replaced on     the putting 

green moved as a result of wind, water, or some other natural cause such as the effects of gravity, the ball must be 

played as it lies from its new location. (Rule 9.3) 
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YELLOW AND RED PENALTY AREAS:   Penalty areas are defined as either red or yellow.  This affects the player’s relief 

options. The edge of the penalty area is defined by stakes, lines, or physical features.  When both stakes and lines are 

used, stakes identify the penalty area location, and lines define the edges.  When stakes or lines are not present, 

MWGA has defined the edge of the penalty area as the unmown edge of areas with water, cattails, treed areas with 

dense undergrowth, and all areas including environmentally sensitive areas with dense undergrowth.  Relief may be 
taken outside the penalty area with a penalty of one stroke, according to the relief options in Rule 17.1d.  The rules 

do not provide relief from interference by an abnormal course condition (immovable obstruction, animal hole or 
embedded ball) or an unplayable ball, if the ball lies within a penalty area. (Rule 17.3, Rule 19)  

     Note:  Ball may be played as it lies in a penalty area without relief and without penalty. (Rule 17.1b)  

  

TEMPORARY WATER In the general area, drop within one club length of the nearest point of complete relief (the 

reference point), no closer to the hole, no penalty (Rule 16.1b)  

      In a bunker the point of maximum available relief may be used as the reference point, no penalty (Rule 16.1c) if 

no complete relief point in bunker can be found. 

      On the putting green, the reference point may be on the putting green or the general area. (Rule 16.1d)  

  

FLOWER BEDS   Defined as a No Play Zone with mandatory relief to be taken.  (Rule 16.1f)  

  

EMBEDDED BALL    In the General Area only, Free relief is allowed if the ball is embedded in its own pitch-mark.  The 

reference point is the spot right behind where the ball was embedded and the relief area is one club length in the 

general area. (Rule 16.3)  

  

SECOND BALL   When doubtful of your rights or procedure, you may play out the hole with both the original and at 

the same time, a second ball in a manner that you believe may be proper under the rules. Announce to your fellow 
player(s) your decision before the second ball is put into play and which ball you wish to score with. On completion of 

the round, obtain a ruling from the rules committee even if you scored the same with both balls. A second ball may 

not be played in Match Play. (Rule 20.1)  

  

PROVISIONAL BALL   You may play a provisional ball only if the original ball may be (a) lost outside a penalty area or 

(b) out of bounds. You must announce in advance that you intend to play a provisional ball. If the original ball is 

found on the course within the 3-minute search time, the provisional ball must be abandoned. (Rule 18.3)  

  

DISCONTINUANCE OF PLAY   When play is suspended, if the players are between the play of two holes, they shall not 

resume play until the committee has ordered a resumption of play. If they are in the process of playing a hole, they 

shall discontinue play immediately, mark their ball position and return to the clubhouse (or other noted area) and 

shall not thereafter resume play until the Rules Committee has ordered resumption of play. Penalty for breach of this 
local rule is disqualification. When play is resumed, the ball must be placed in all instances.   

  

REPORTING OF RESULTS   Each Player will serve as marker for another Player.  After each hole, the marker shall check 
the score with the player. The markers should keep their own scores at the bottom of the card and/or on a mobile 

device approved for scoring.  

  

In Two-Person Best Ball events (Four Ball), if you decide not to finish the hole and pick up your ball, the proper 

procedure for recording your score for posting is to count the strokes you have prior to picking up your ball and add 

the strokes you feel would be necessary to hole out the ball (your most likely score).  Example: You are on the green 
in six strokes and you decide to pick up as you cannot beat your partner’s score. You decide it would take two putting 

strokes to hole out the ball. You would mark an 8X for the hole – X signifies you did not complete the hole. You must 

have the required number of completed holes (13) to post your score.   
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On completion of the round and prior to turning in all scorecards to the scorer’s table, each marker shall sign the card 

of the competitor for whom she scored and hand the card to the player. The player should verify the score hole by 

hole and settle any questionable scores. When doing “live scoring” on a mobile device, scores MUST also be 

compared and verified hole-by-hole to the electronic entries. The player shall ensure that the marker has signed the 

scorecard, then countersign the card for both the paper and electronic entries and return the card expeditiously to 
the scorer’s table for review and posting. The player MUST sign for the use and accuracy of the electronic entries as 

the players official, signed score.  The player is solely responsible for entering a correct score for each hole.  

  

TIES   All ties for prizes shall be broken by scorecard playoff on the basis of the best score as follows:   with one day 

events, use the best total score of holes 10 through 18, then 13 through 18, then 16 through 18 and, finally, the 18th 

hole.  If there is still a tie, the same procedure is used on holes 1 thru 9.  Then the highest handicap hole is used.  If 

still tied, the prize will be equally divided.  Handicap is factored in if the prize is for net.  

  For two day competitions, the total score on the 2nd day (gross or net) will be used to break the tie.  If still tied, then 

the tiebreaking procedure is as with one day events (see above)  

  

DISTANCE MEASURING DEVICES   A player may obtain distance information by use of a distance-measuring device. If, 

during a stipulated round, a player uses a distance measuring device to gauge or measure other conditions that might 

affect his play (e.g., elevation changes, wind speed, etc.), the player is in breach of Rule 4-3. The penalty is two 

strokes in stroke play or loss of hole in match play for the first offense and disqualification for a subsequent breach.   

  

DRESS CODE   Shirts with collars and sleeves are required; however, women may wear collarless shirts with sleeves or 

sleeveless shirts with collars. Neither tank tops, tee shirts, short shorts, gym shorts, cut-offs, bathing suits nor blue 

jean pants/shorts are permitted. Players are expected to adhere to the dress code. Those inappropriately attired may 

be asked to change clothes before being allowed access to the course. The MWGA will adhere to any more specific 

dress codes required by the host facility.  

  

CELL PHONES   If one elects to carry a cell phone during any MWGA competition, as a distance measuring device or 

otherwise, phones (1) must be on inaudible alert; (2) used away from fellow players to avoid any interference with 

play; (3) usage must not delay play; nor (4) be used to access information on advice-related matters that were not 
published prior to the start of the round. The first offense is the general penalty in stroke play or loss of hole in match 

play and a subsequent offense is disqualification. See Rule 4.3  

  

CLOSE OF COMPETITION   The competition shall be deemed to have closed when the prizes have been awarded.  
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Welcome to the MWGA 
 
All MWGA members receive a GAM membership, which includes access to the GAM/USGA handicap system. 

The information in this document can be found on the MWGA website, www.mwgolf.org, under Handicapping.  

 

Rules referenced in this document are from the Rules of Handicapping 
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MWGA Members are required to have all acceptable scores 
posted. Any player playing with an index higher than what she/he 
is entitled, is subject to disqualification.  acceptable scores for any 
round played, should be posted on the same day played. If you 
are not regularly posting your scores, you need to send an 
explanation to the MWGA Handicap Director at 
Handicap@mwgolf.org.  Scores and ratings need to be adjusted 
in accordance with USGA guidelines, before posting. Anyone 
playing in an MWGA competition and is found not to have 
acceptable scores posted in a timely and accurate manner may 
result in a modified playing index, removal from the net 

competition or a disqualification from the competition. 
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Definitions 
 

Acceptable Scores are made by playing an authorized format, with a least one other person, under the 
Rules of Golf, on a course with an official course and slope rating. (see Rule 2) 

 
Adjusted Gross Score is the player’s gross score adjusted for unfinished holes, conceded strokes, holes 
not played or not played under the Rules of Golf, and for the maximum postable score per hole. 
 
Course Handicap (CH)is The number of handicap strokes a player receives, before handicap allowances, 
from a specific set of tees as determined by the Slope Rating and the difference between Course Rating and 
par (see Rule 6.1). 

 
Course Rating (CR) is the evaluation of playing difficulty of a course, by gender, for a scratch golfer under 
normal conditions and is based on yardage and other obstacles.  
 
Maximum Postable Score per hole is the downward adjustment of individual hole scores, for handicap 
purposes, in order to make handicaps more representative of a player's potential ability.  A players 

maximum score is net double bogey, or double bogey plus your handicap strokes on that hole.  
Maximum score is used only when a player's actual or most likely score exceeds the maximum number 
allowed.  

 
Example: A player with a 18 Course Handicap scores a 95 for an 18-hole round.  The maximum number of stokes the 
player can post for handicap purposes is double bogey, plus 1.  On hole 17, she scored an 8 which is a double +2.   The 
score stands for the competition, but when she post the score, the maximum she can post on hole 17 is a 7. Her adjusted 
gross score, for posting is a 94.  
 

Most Likely Score is the score you would enter for posting purposes for a hole you started, but did not 
finish.  There are many reasons for not finishing a hole.  The hole could be conceded in match, or the 
players partner already has a better score or play is stopped due to weather, darkness, illness or injury.  In 
any of these cases, the player would post the score as outlined in Rule 3.3.  See page 5 for diagram. 
 

Playing Conditions Calculation (PCC) The statistical calculation that determines if conditions on a day of 
play differed from normal playing conditions to the extent that they significantly impacted players’ 

performance. Conditions include course conditions weather conditions, course set-up. (see Rule 5.6) 
 

Score Differential (SD) is the difference between a player’s adjusted gross score and the USGA Course 
Rating of the course on which the score was made, multiplied by 113, then divided by the Slope Rating, 
minus the PCC (will not be discussed here)  
 

(Gross Score – CR) x 113  SR  - PCC = Score Differential 

(rounded to one decimal place) 
 

Slope Rating (SR) is the measurement of the relative difficulty of a course, by gender, for players who are 
not scratch golfers.  
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Understanding Indexes and Handicaps 

 
 

Why should I get an official USGA Handicap Index? 
A USGA Handicap Index allows players of varying abilities to play golf with each other on equal footing. It 
represents a player’s potential playing ability.  In addition, the MWGA, GAM, USGA, and other tournaments 
require a competitor have a USGA Handicap Index to participate. 
 
How can I get and maintain a Handicap Index? 
As a member of MWGA, you belong to GAM and can establish your index through us for no additional fees. 

The USGA software product, GHIN (Golf Handicap Information Network), is used to post scores and to 
calculate handicap indexes in accordance to the Rules of Handicapping.   When you post a score, a score 
differential is calculated: SD = (Gross Score – CR) x 113  SR  - PCC (rounded to one decimal place).  

The standard slope for the average course is 113. 
 

A Handicap Index is calculated by averaging the lowest 8 of the most recent 20 Score Differentials. To 
establish your first official USGA Index, you will need to post a minimum of three 18-hole scores (six 9-hole 
scores, or equivalent number of nine and eighteen hole scores).   The more scores you post, the more 
representative your index. To maintain a current index, you should continue to post all adjusted gross 

scores for rounds played under authorized formats and by the Rules of Golf.  
 

The number of scores posted, determines the number of SDs to use to Calculate your HI 
 

Total Scores 

Posted 

Number of Lowest Score 

Differentials to use  Adjustment 

3 Lowest 1 -2.0 

4 Lowest 1 -1.0 

5 Lowest 1 0 

6 Average of Lowest 2 -1.0 

7 or 8 Average of Lowest 2 0 

9 to 11 Average of Lowest 3 0 

12 to 14 Average of Lowest 4 0 

15 or 16 Average of Lowest 5 0 

17 or 18 Average of Lowest 6 0 

19 Average of Lowest 7 0 

20 + Average of Lowest 8 0 

 
What is the difference between a Handicap Index (HI) and a Course Handicap (CH)? 

Many people are confused by the terms index and handicap.  
          Your  HI is the measurement of your potential ability on a course of standard playing difficulty.  
          Your CH is calculated by using your HI along with the ratings that represents the playing difficulty 

of the course. The more difficult the course, the higher your CH.  
 

The following shows how a Handicap Index is used to calculate a Course Handicap. 
 

Example: if you have a USGA Index of 17.2 and are playing on a course with a: 
1) slope rating of 127, a course rating of 70.5 and a course par of 72; the CH is 18 

2) slope rating of 118, a course rating of 68.9 and a course par of 72; the CH is 15 
You will have two different course handicaps. Use the Course Handicap Calculator found at all GAM member 

courses or  take your: 
Your Course Handicap on Different Courses 

1) Handicap Index  Slope Rating  113 – (Course Rating – Par) = CH 

(Handicap is rounded to nearest whole number) 
 

Using the example above:   17.2  127  113 –(70.5-72) = 18 

2) Your Course Handicap =  
Handicap Index  Slope Rating  113 – (Course Rating – Par) = CH  

(Handicap is rounded to nearest whole number) 
 

Using the example above:   17.2  118  113 –(68.9-72) = 15 
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Posting Scores 
Online  Mobile App  Club Kiosk 

Unless Scores are being Posted by the Competition Committee 

 

All acceptable scores are to be posted through the internet, on your mobile device or at your clubs kiosk. 
Scores should be posted the same day you play.  It is recommended you post hole-by-hole (HBH).  HBH 
posting will allow the system to make net double-bogey adjustments for you and you can keep statistics.  

To post scores use the GHIN mobile app on your mobile device or online go to www.gam.org, then on the 
GAM home page click “Post Scores” or go to www.ghin.com or use the kiosk at your club 

 Enter your “GHIN” number and “last name”; if you don’t remember your GHIN number 

o It is under your name in the GAM Handicap Revision email you receive on the 1st and 15th of each 
month.   

o If you don’t have the email, you can find it by logging into your GAM account.  Your GHIN number can 
be found under Handicap and under Membership on your GAM Golf Card.   

o If these don’t work you can contact your club handicap administrator at handicap@mwgolf.org, or 
contact the GAM Office at (248) 478-9242 ext.110 or send an email to handicap@gam.org  

 

 Select “Post Score” then follow the prompts; select the course, number of holes played, 
the date played and the tees. 

 
 Verify the slope and course ratings for the tees you played, then select the correct tees.  

If you play tees not rated for your gender, see the Handicap Rating Adustment chart on page 5 
 

 Adjust Gross Scores for Maximum Score,  Unfinished Holes and Holes Not Started 
Either post hole-by-hole or  adjust your gross scores for Maximum Postable Score per hole 

o Post your adjusted gross scores when you play at least 14 holes in an 18-hole round or at 

least 7 holes in a 9-hole round. On the holes that you did not play, you should take par plus 
any handicap strokes you were entitled to take. 

o Post a score even if you pickup on holes or are conceded holes. For handicap purposes, 
record your most likely score preceded by an “X”.   Add 1 to 4 strokes to the strokes you 
already have on the hole (including penalty strokes) as described in Rule 3.3 and in the 

diagram on page 5 of this document.  

o Post your adjusted gross scores from all courses that have a official USGA Course and Slope 
Rating.  Use the Ratings Adjustments table if you do not play from the rated tees.  If a 
course does not have a current rating, you should not post those scores. 
 

 
If you are in a competition and your score is being posted by Competition Committee, DO NOT post that 
score.  If you do, it will be in your scoring record twice. 

 
If you have a problem posting a score, send an email to your Handicap Director at Handicap@mwgolf.org,  
Include your name, GHIN number, date and course played, tees played and your adjusted score.  You may 
also find help at www.mwgolf.org under select Posting Scores.  
 

Compare GHIN Mobile – GHIN.com – Kiosk 
 

Where can I Mobile App GHIN.com Kiosk 

Find Golfer Lookup x x x 

Post Total score x x x 

Post Hole-By-Hole (HBH)scores x x x 

Post Hole-By-Hole scores with stats x x  

Find Score History and  stats x x  

Find Handicap History x x  

Find Course Handicap Calculator x x  

Follow Golfers x x  

Manually adjust course & slope ratings  x  

Change/Update stats for a HBH round  x  

Get My Handicap Card x   
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Most Likely Score to Post for Holes Started, but Not Finished 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Handicap Rating Adjustments 

Posting a Score from an Unrated Set of Tees on a Rated Course 
 

 If you play a course with a current USGA Course and Slope Ratings, but did not play 
from the rated tees, get the yardage of the nearest set of tees rated your gender.   

 Determine the yardage difference. Find the yardage range in the table below.  Add the 

table values to the Course and Slope rating s if the tees played are longer, or subtract 
the values if the tees played are shorter. 

 If there is move than 300 yards difference between the tees you played and the rated 
tee, the score should not be posted for handicap purposes. 

 

Women’s Rating 
Adj. Yards 

Change in 
Rating 

Crs. Slope 

100 to 116 0.6 1 

117 to 134 0.7 1 

135 to 152 0.8 2 

153 to 170 0.9 2 

171 to 188 1.0 2 

189 to 206 1.1 2 

207 to 224 1.2 2 

225 to 242 1.3 3 

243 to 260 1.4 3 

261 to 278 1.5 3 

279 to 300 1.6 3 

 

Men’s’s Rating Adj. 
Yards 

Change in 
Rating 

Crs. Slp 

100 to 120 0.5 1 

121 to 142 0.6 1 

143 to 164 0.7 2 

165 to 186 0.8 2 

187 to 208 0.9 2 

209 to 230 1.0 2 

231 to 252 1.1 3 

253 to 274 1.2 3 

275 to 300 1.3 3 
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MWGA Pace of Play Policy 
Policy, Procedure, Penalties, Appeals 

Revised January 12, 2019 

 

 
The MWGA Pace of Play (POP) Policy has been adopted in accordance with the GAM and the USGA, placing the 
responsibility for maintaining Pace of Play with the players. Players are expected to play efficient golf and to keep up with 
the group in front of them. The USGA rules, along with MWGA committee responsibilities have resulted in this policy. 
 
USGA RULE 5.6. Unreasonable Delay; Prompt Pace of Play (POP) 

 The player must not unreasonably delay play, either when playing a hole or between two holes. 

 A round of golf is meant to be played at a prompt pace. 

 Each player should recognize that his or her pace of play is likely to affect how long it will take other players to play their 
rounds, including those in the players own group and those in the following groups. 

I. Policy  

A. Expected POP is 4 hours 30 minutes or less, but groups will be given up to 4 hours and 40 minutes, but NO MORE THAN 15 
MINUTES behind the group in front of them. Any group in violation of this pace, is subject to being accessed a penalty. The 
general guideline is: 

1. 15 minutes per hole, 5 minutes at the turn and 5 minutes after the last hole to arrive at the scoring area  
2. 2 hours, 20 minutes for nine holes, including all breaks  
3. 4 hours, 40 minutes for eighteen holes, including all breaks and time to arrive at the scoring area 

B. The teams/players in the lead group are in breach of the MWGA POP policy if they do not arrive at the scoring area in less 

than the expected time (4 hours, 40 minutes after their actual starting time), unless course conditions prove to be a 
hinderance.   

C. All teams/players following the lead group are in breach of the MWGA POP if they do not arrive at the scoring area in less 

than the expected time (4 hours, 40 minutes after their actual starting time), or within 15 MINUTES of the group in front of 
them. 

 

II. Procedure (Refer to Pace of Play Definitions and USGA Rules Covering Pace of Play) 

A. Mark actual starting time on the official scorecard. Time starts when the first player in the group takes the tee. 
1. For tee time and crossover starts, the starter, an official and a member in each group will mark the actual start time of 

the group on the official scorecard.   
2. For shotgun starts, a member of each group will mark the actual start time of the group on the official scorecard.   

B. If there are any unusual delays before the start of play or during the round, players should briefly note on the back of the 
scorecard. Players may be asked to explain in more detail following tournament play. 

C. THERE MAY BE NO WARNINGS regarding slow play or being out of position. Pace of Play is the responsibility of the players.  
D. A player concerned about the slow play of others in the group should speak with the player(s) and encourage them to play 

more efficiently. If the slow play continues, the player may ask a rules official, if present, to monitor the group. If no rules 
officials are present, the players in the group should document the incident(s) and inform the Rules Committee of the situation 
at the conclusion of play. During the round, a player may also request that a marshal or pro-shop staff member report the 
situation to the MWGA Rules Committee. Your group should also review the attached Guidelines, Things You Can Do To 
Help Create A Good Pace Of Play.  If you are behind, start with splitting up into groups of two, then follow as many of the 
other suggestions as practical. 

E. The official scorecard must be taken to the scoring table immediately after play.  
1. The official scorecard must have the time your group returned to the scoring area 
2. Scores should be verified and totaled by the players 
3. Scorecards must be signed by scorer and attester and left at the scoring table 

 

III. Penalties 

A. When a group fails to comply with the MWGA Pace of Play Policy, the teams/players in the offending group will be subject to a 
penalty assessment of two (2) strokes.  

B. An additional 2-stroke penalty may be assessed for each additional 15 minutes the teams/players in the offending group takes 
to arrive at the scoring area behind the group in front of them.  

C. Once the Rules Committee has confirmed the penalty assessment, the scorecard will be returned to each team or player being 
assessed the penalty so they may initial the card in acknowledgment of the assessment before the card is returned to the 
scoring table for posting. 

 

IV. Appeals 

A. There are only three (3) situations that are grounds for appeal: 
1. The group was delayed by the Committee 
2. The group was delayed by circumstances beyond their control 
3. The player or players were delayed by another player in the group, not on the player’s team 

B. Teams/Players that are subject to Pace of Play penalty assessments and appeal the ruling to the Rules Committee must do so 
at the time the players are informed of the assessment and before any player initials and returns the scorecard. The decision 
of the Rules Committee will be final. 

http://mwgolf.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/2019_Pace_of_Play_Definitions.pdf
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Things You Can Do To Help Create A Good Pace of Play (POP) 
 
When playing golf, remember, you are not a SPECTATOR. Be ready to PLAY when it is your turn. If others in 
your group are not ready when it is their turn, PLAY your ball.  POP requires that you keep PLAY moving.  If 
you do that, you should never feel rushed. Keep up with the group in FRONT of you. Below is list of things 
you can and should do, to keep play moving at a comfortable pace. 
 

1. Minimize your time on the tee; be ready to play your tee shot when you arrive, play READY GOLF 
 

2. Don’t let conversations interfere with play 
 

3. If there is ANY DOUBT on where your ball went, PLAY A PROVISIONAL BALL BEFORE moving forward 
 

4. Watch all balls in your group and landmark their position; help player(s) with ball direction 
 

5. Always go to your ball as soon as possible and prepare to play your shot – if not interfering with other 
players, play your ball. 

a.  don’t just sit in cart waiting, walk or drive to your ball;  
b. don’t help others look for their ball first if your ball is nearby. Help others look for their ball. 

after you have played your ball 
 

6. Share cart duties and share responsibility to keep up with group in front 
 

7. When leaving your bag, estimate your yardage and take enough clubs so you don’t need to return to 
your bag before your shot. Determine your exact yardage and club selection after arriving at your ball 
 

8. Be ready to hit, with club in hand when it’s your turn. After playing the shot, head directly to your ball 
and prepare to play your next shot  
 

9. Put your clubs away while waiting for others to play or after you have arrived at your next ball.( i.e. 
don’t make others wait for you to  put your clubs away) 

 

10. Put your bag or cart on the greenside closest to the next tee 
 

11. On the green, look over your line while others are putting; don’t interfere or move; just get ready 
 

12. CONTINUOUS PUTT when you are close and do not need to stand on another players line of play  
 

13. Record and verify scores at the next tee, but while you are doing this, other players should be on the 
tee; those players can continue verification of scores while you are teeing off 

 

14. When out of position and two people sharing a cart are finished putting, leave the green and proceed to 
the teeing box.  If there is time, tee off before the other players arrive. If the other players are not at 
the tee or your group is out of position (not within 2 strokes of the group in front of you), split up and 
play as a twosome, until you catch the group in front of you. Your fellow players should eventually 
catch up, then you can rejoin them, as long as you are not out of position.   

 
If every player delayed play by 30 seconds over the course of every hole, 36 minutes would be added to the 
time it takes to play your round. Please, to be respectful to ALL players and the course. DO NOT DELAY PLAY! 

 



 

MWGA Inclement Weather Policy 
Addendum to the Rules and Conditions of Competition 

for MWGA Competitions 
USGA Rule 5.7 and MWGA Local Rules 

 
 

Prior to play beginning on the day of the event and at the course, the MWGA may make a 
determination to suspend or cancel play under, but not limited to, any of the following 
circumstances: 
 

1. The golf course is deemed unplayable 
2. Lightning is present 
3. A ‘dangerous situation’ develops as defined by a majority vote of the MWGA Rules 

Officials, the MWGA Competition Chair and any attending MWGA Board members along 
with the golf course management (the Committee) 

4. If the temperature or wind chill is 40 degrees or less with no forecast of better conditions 
 
During competition, the host course or the MWGA will provide an “alarm” (or another means) to 
notify players of suspension of play due to, but not limited to, any of the following 
circumstances: 
 

1. Golf course becomes unplayable 
2. Lightning is present 
3. A ‘dangerous situation’ develops 
4. The temperature or wind chill drops to 40 degrees or less 

 
When play is suspended, if the players are between the play of two holes, they shall not resume 
play until the Committee has ordered a resumption of play. If they are in the process of playing a 
hole, they shall discontinue play immediately, mark their ball position and return to the 
clubhouse (or other noted area) and shall not thereafter resume play until the Committee has 
ordered resumption of play. Penalty for breach of this local rule is disqualification. When 
play is resumed, the ball must be placed in all instances. 
 
During suspension of play, the Competition Chair will inform players of the approximate time 
involved in any delay and keep players updated on the circumstances causing the delay, or if 
the Committee has made a determination to cancel play. 
 
If play is delayed and subsequently  continued, the Competitions Chair shall give players 
a minimum of 15 minutes advance notice for proper warm up, after which a signal or 
designated time will be given for resumption of play.  
 
Please note: The MWGA will try to procure rain checks from the course when the MWGA 
cancels play. However, the final decision lies with the course management. 
 

Rev. 12/11/2018 



MWGA Code of Conduct 

 

The game relies on the integrity of the individual to abide by the Rules and to show 
consideration for tournament staff and officials, players, the golf course, clubhouse and 
host facility staff. 

All players are expected to play in the spirit of the game by: 

 Acting with integrity – for example, by following the Rules, applying all 
penalties, and being honest in all aspects of play. 

 Showing consideration to others – for example, by playing at a prompt pace, 
looking out for the safety of others, and not distracting the play of another 
player 

 Taking good care of the course – for example, by replacing divots, 
smoothing bunkers, repairing ball-marks, and not causing unnecessary 
damage to the course. 

the Committee may disqualify a player for acting contrary to the spirit of the game if it 
finds that the player has committed serious misconduct.  Less serious misconduct can 
result in the general penalty (2 strokes)  Rule 1.2 

Some examples of serious breach of etiquette or conduct may include, but is not limited 
to the following:  

1. Cheating 
2. Willful destruction of golf course property 
3. Abusive language or conduct 
4. Club throwing and/or physical endangerment of others  
5. Offensive or excessively loud behavior 
6. Alcohol and/or substance impaired behavior 
7. Repeated withdrawal from event 
8. No signed scorecard promptly submitted at the conclusion of play 
9. Non-compliance of handicap and score posting requirements 
10. Non-compliance with dress code rules 
11. Other conduct deemed unbecoming. 

The MWGA has adopted the above Code of Conduct which will be enforced at all 
MWGA golf related or MWGA sponsored events. 

The MWGA requests all competition related issues during MWGA events, including any 
involving the host facility and staff, be directed to the MWGA Rules Committee or a 
Board member, not the host facility staff. 

Following this Code of Conduct will help insure a enjoyable experience for all. 

 

updated 4/22/2020 
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MWGA COMPETITION FORMAT RULES 
(last updated February 6, 2019) 

 

 

MWGA Scramble Rules 
 
The current USGA Rules of Golf and the MWGA Rules and Conditions of Competition will govern all MWGA 
competitions, with the exception of the following rules, which are in effect for MWGA 2-Woman and 4-Woman 
Scrambles competitions. Any additional local rules will be presented before play begins. 
  
1) All players tee off at each hole. The best or most strategic shot is then selected as the spot from which the next 

shots will be played. The ball(s) of the other team member(s) are then picked up and moved to that spot. From that 
location, all team members will play a second shot. This same procedure is followed until the ball is holed. 

 
2) All team members may clean and place their ball. The balls are to be placed within one club length of the landing 

spot, no closer to the hole (except on the green, where a ball marker shall be placed within one putter head length 
to the right or left of the ball to ensure that all balls will be played from the same location). 

 
3) If a selected shot is played from a hazard, bunker or the rough, the ball must be placed within a club length of the 

original position, no nearer the hole, and must remain in the hazard, bunker or the rough. When the hazard is a 
bunker, the bunker may be raked after each shot. The grass surrounding the sand bunker is not part of the hazard. 
If any part of the ball rests on a hazard line, it is considered to be in the hazard. 

 
4) A ball may not be placed on the green when the selected location is off the green. 
 
5) Continuous putting is encouraged to speed up play. A team may knock in a short putt before trying to sink a long 

putt. 
 
6) When a selected ball is eligible for relief under the USGA Rules, relief should be taken before marking the selected 

location. 
 
7) If a team is missing a golfer, the team will not get an extra shot to make up for the missing player. Likewise, as 

prizes are awarded on an individual basis, if a missing player(s) has (have) paid their entry fee(s), a winning team 
that is short a player(s) will not be awarded the prize money of the player(s) that is (are) missing.  

 
8) A minimum number of drives must be used from each player on the team. 
a) In a 4-Woman Scramble, each team in all flights must use three drives from each player.   
b) In a 2-Woman Scramble, each team in all flights must use six drives from each player.  
c) Each player’s required drives must be clearly indicated on the scorecard. 
 
9) Violation of the MWGA Scramble Rules will result in a team being disqualified. 
 
10) MWGA Pace of Play Policy will be in effect. 
 

Mulligan Rules for Scrambles 
Mulligans are sold at MWGA scramble events as a fund raising activity. 

 
1. Mulligans are $2 a player and a player gets only two.  
2. Mulligans can be used to replay any shot anywhere on the course. The original ball must be abandoned. 
3. Mulligans cannot be used for contests, such as closest to the pin, longest drive or chip-ins.  
4. Mulligans can be used in skins.  
5. Each group will keep track of where everyone’s mulligans are used.  
6. Do not delay play.  
 

Violation of the MWGA Scramble Rules will result in the team being disqualified. 
MWGA Pace of Play Policy Will Be In Effect 
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MWGA TOURNAMENT FORMAT RULES (continued) 
 

2-Person (Woman) Four-Ball Rules 
 

The current USGA Rules of Golf and the MWGA Rules and Conditions of Competition will govern all MWGA 
competitions, with the exception of any local rules, which will be presented before play begins. 
 
The format is a 2-Person (Woman) Four-Ball.  It is a handicapped stroke play team event with teams consisting of two 
(2) players and each player on the team plays their own ball.  Upon completion of each hole, the gross score of each 
player is recorded.  The lower of the two scores, both gross and net, are recorded on the scorecard as the team score 
for that hole. If a team member elects not to complete a hole, they should use their most likely score, not to exceed 
their equitable stroke control (ESC) score, suffixed with an X. This score is used for posting purposes only, and cannot 
be used for the team score. 
 
At the end of the competition, prizes are awarded for the lowest gross and net team scores in each handicap division.  

 
Violation of the MWGA 2-Person (Woman) Four-Ball Rules will result in the team being disqualified. 

MWGA Pace of Play Policy Will Be In Effect 
 

Best 2 -of- 4 Four-Ball Rules 
 

The current USGA Rules of Golf and the MWGA Rules and Conditions of Competition for Tournaments will govern all 
MWGA competitions, with the exception of any local rules, which will be presented before play begins. 
 
The format is a Best 2-of-4 Four-Ball.  It is a handicapped stroke play team event with teams consisting of four (4) 
players and each player on the team plays their own ball.  Upon completion of each hole, the gross score of each 
player is recorded.  The lowest two scores, gross and net, are added and recorded on the scorecard as the team score 
for that hole. If a team member elects not to complete a hole, they should use their most likely score, not to exceed 
their equitable stroke control (ESC) score, suffixed with an X. This score is used for posting purposes only, and cannot 
be used for the team score. 
 
At the end of the competition, prizes are awarded for the lowest gross and net team scores in each handicap division.  

 
Violation of the MWGA 2 -of- 4 Best Ball Rules will result in the team being disqualified. 

MWGA Pace of Play Policy Will Be In Effect 
 
 

3-Person and 4-Person (Woman) Cha Cha Cha Rules 
 

The current USGA Rules of Golf and the MWGA Rules and Conditions of Competition will govern all MWGA 
competitions, with the exception of the following rules, which are in effect for Cha-Cha-Cha competitions.  Any 
additional local rules will be presented before play begins. 
 
The format is a 3 or 4-Person (Woman) Cha Cha Cha. It is a handicapped stroke play team event with teams 
consisting of three (3) or four (4) players and each player on the team plays their own ball throughout the 18 holes. A 
3-hole rotation exists for determining how many scores are used to establish the team score.  
- On the first hole (cha), the one lowest ball score, both gross and net, are recorded as the team score.  
- On the second hole (cha cha), the two lowest ball scores, both gross and net, are recorded as the team score.  
- On the third hole (cha cha cha), the three lowest ball scores, both gross and net, are recorded as the team score.  

The rotation starts over on the fourth hole and continues throughout the 18 holes.  
 

This format has been modified for 2012 to use the three lowest scores on all par 3’s; the two lowest scores 
on all par 4’s and the one lowest score on all par 5’s.  
 

If a team member elects not to complete a hole, they should use their most likely score, not to exceed their equitable 
stroke control (ESC) score, suffixed with an X. This score is used for posting purposes only, and cannot be used for 
the team score.  
 

At the end of the competition, prizes are awarded for the lowest gross and net team scores in each handicap division.  
 

Violation of the MWGA 3 or 4-Person (Woman) Cha Cha Cha Rules will result in the team being disqualified. 
MWGA Pace of Play Policy Will Be In Effect 
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MWGA TOURNAMENT FORMAT RULES (continued) 
 

2-Person (Woman) Eraser Rules 
(Also known as Select Score; Eclectic Score) 

 
The current USGA Rules of Golf and the MWGA Rules and Conditions of Competition will govern all MWGA 
competitions, with the exception of the following rules, which are in effect for 2 Person (Woman) Eraser competitions. 
Any additional local rules will be presented before play begins.  
 
The format is a 2-Person (Woman) Eraser, also known as Select Score or Eclectic Score. This is a handicapped 
stroke play team event based on playing 36 holes either in one day or over a two day period.  Each team member 
plays their own ball throughout the 36 holes. After completion of 36 holes, from the two scores, each player selects the 
better score on each hole, scoring the lowest total score for 18.  The team score per hole is determined by taking the 
better score of the two days for each player and adding them together. – You simply “erase” the higher scores. Prizes 
are based on the lowest combined team “Eraser Scores” awarding both gross and net prizes in all divisions. Each 
actual 18 hole score will be used for posting and if a team member elects not to complete a hole, they should use they 
should use their most likely score, not to exceed their equitable stroke control (ESC) score, suffixed with an X. This 
score is used for posting purposes only, and cannot be used for the team score.   Note: a player must complete each 
hole in at least one of the two rounds played.  Only a completed hole can be used in the combined team score.   
 
Any team having a player that has not completed each of the 18 holes, at least once, will be disqualified. 
 

Violation of the MWGA 2-Person (Woman) Eraser Rules will result in the team being disqualified. 
 MWGA Pace of Play Policy Will Be In Effect 

 
 

2 or 4 Person (Woman) Shamble Rules 
 

The current USGA Rules of Golf and the MWGA Rules and Conditions of Competition will govern all MWGA 
competitions, with the exception of the following rules, which are in effect for 2 or 4-Person (Woman) Shamble 
competitions. Any additional local rules will be presented before play begins.  
 
The format is a 2 or 4 Person (Woman) Shamble.  A shamble is golf event that combines both scramble and stroke 
play elements. As in a scramble, all members of a team (usually four) tee off on each hole and the best or most 
strategic shot of the four tee shots is selected. All players move their balls to the spot of the best ball. From this point, 
the hole is played out as stroke play, with all members of the team playing their own ball into the hole. So, select the 
best shot off the tee, move all balls to that spot, then play individual stroke play until each member of the group has 
holed out. 
 
 All four team members may clean and place their ball on the first shot only.  The balls are to be placed within one club 
length of the landing spot, no closer to the hole (except on the green, where a ball marker shall be placed within one 
putter head length to the right or left of the selected ball).  When the selected tee shot ball is eligible for relief under 
the USGA Rules, relief should be taken before marking the selected location. 
 
If a selected tee shot ball is played from a hazard, bunker or the rough, the balls must be placed within a club length 
of the original position, no nearer the hole, and must remain in the hazard, bunker or the rough. When the hazard 
is a bunker, the bunker may be raked after each shot.  The grass surrounding the sand bunker is not part of the 
hazard.  If a ball rests on a hazard line, it is considered a hazard. 
 
Players scores from this format are not to be posted. 

 
Scoring is to be determined by the Tournament Committee as it can be done any number of ways, such as using one 
low score per hole for a 2 or 4 Person Team, or using two or three low scores per hole in a 4 Person Team.  Both 
gross and net prizes are awarded per flights.  
 

Violation of the MWGA 2 or 4 Person (Woman) Shamble Rules will result in the team being disqualified.  
MWGA Pace of Play Policy Will Be In Effect 
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2-Person (Woman) Chapman 
(aka the Pinehurst method) 

 
The current USGA Rules of Golf and the MWGA Rules and Conditions of Competition will govern all MWGA 
competitions, with the exception of the following rules, which are in effect for 2-Person (Woman) Chapman 
competitions. Any additional local rules will be presented before play begins.  

 
This is a two-person, handicapped modified chapman competition:  

 Both players, on the side, hit drives; 

 Each plays their partners ball for their second shot; 

 The team must then select one ball location from which to complete the hole using alternate shot format. If 
Player “A” last hit the selected ball, Player “B” shall play first in the alternation.  

 Alternate shot continues until the ball is holed out.  
 
All balls are to be played as they lie, unless relief is being taken as specified under the Rules of Golf.  Each hole must 
be holed-out. 
 
At the end of the competition, prizes are awarded for the lowest gross and net team scores in each handicap division.  

 

Violation of the MWGA Chapman Rules will result in the team being disqualified. 
MWGA Pace of Play Policy Will Be In Effect 

 
 

Stableford 
 

The current USGA Rules of Golf and the MWGA Rules and Conditions of Competition will govern all MWGA 
competitions, with the exception of the following rules, which are in effect for a Stableford competition. Any additional 
local rules will be presented before play begins.  
 
This is an individual net stroke play event:  
The number of points awarded on each hole is determined based on comparison of the number of strokes taken to 
par. This fixed score is then adjusted in relation to the player's handicap. Since it is not possible to score any points on 
a hole where the player has more than a net bogey: 

 the player should pick-up after it is clear she will not score a net bogey or better,  

 record in the score she would have most likely made followed by an “X”,   

 then move on to the next hole.   
The Stableford allows a player to still be competitive even with a few bad holes. At the end of the round, the number of 
points scored on each hole is totaled to give a final score. The winner of a Stableford competition is the player with the 
highest point total. 
 
The number of points awarded per hole as recommended by the USGA are as follows: 
 

Points Strokes in relation to Net par on each hole 

0 Net Double Bogey or more 

1 Net Bogey 

2 Net Par 

3 Net Birdie (1 under par) 

4 Net Eagle (2 under par) 

5 Net Double Eagle/Albatross (3 under par) 

6 Net Triple Eagle (4 under par) 

 
 
All balls are to be played as they lie, unless relief is being taken as specified under the Rules of Golf.  Each hole, 
where points will be awarded, must be holed-out. A player receiving “0” points on a hole does not need to hole-out. 
 
At the end of the competition, prizes are awarded for the highest net individual score in each handicap flight.  

 

Violation of the MWGA Stableford Rules will result in the team being disqualified. 
MWGA Pace of Play Policy Will Be In Effect 

 



MWGA Competition Refund Policy 

(9/2022) 

 

Full refunds will be issued to players who withdraw before the entry deadline (i.e. 10 days before the competition). 
 
There are no full refunds after the entry deadline.  Partial refunds will be issued as follows: 
 

1) Players will be refunded all fees except Administration Fees, unless other fees or charges are incurred 
2) If you are a no show, except in the case of a clear emergency, all fees will be forfeited, unless an exception is 

approved by the CEO  (Competitions & Events Office). 
 
 
 

 
 

Explanation and Description of MWGA Competition Charges & Refunds 
Situation/cause of 
withdrawal 

Admin 
Fees 
($9) 

Prize 
Fund 
($14) 

Greens 
Fees 
($47) 

Games 
($10) 

Meals 
($23) 

Guest 
Fees 
($16) 

Late 
Fees 
($15) 

Amount of Refund per day 

Admin Fees are always withheld for withdrawals after the entry deadline. Payments that will be refunded: 

1) Player withdraws any 
time, after the entry 
deadline, but before the 
event. If green fees, 
game payments, prizes 
monies and meal costs 
are not paid to course or 
distributed to players  

0% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 0% $71* 
 

2)No shows will not be 
refunded any charges 
incurred for them, unless 
an exception is approved 
by the CEO*. 

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% *Under extenuating 
circumstances, CEO may 
approve the refund of any 
charges where no 
expenses were incurred. 

 
*If MWGA is charged greens fees, for meals, distributes MWGA Gift Certificates or games winnings with amounts 
determined by using the players participation, these amounts paid by the player will not be refunded. 



 

Revised 05/01/2017 

MWGA CLUB CHAMPION (Golfer of the Year), Player of the Year (POY)  
and Most Improved Player (MIP) 

 
 
 

MWGA CLUB CHAMPION or Golfer of the Year 
 
The MWGA Golfer of the Year (GOY) or Club Champion is awarded to the golfer that has 
accumulated the most points by posting the overall lowest gross scores in five of our individual, 
two-person four ball, Cha-Cha-Cha and Best 2 of 4 events, etc. (where players have an individual 
gross score). The MWGA Club Champion receives the Sara Wold Trophy and is awarded to the 
member accumulating. 
 
Purpose: Recognize the most accomplished golfers among our members, who post the lowest 
gross scores in our tournaments. 
Eligibility: To be eligible for points, players must finish the event by posting a valid 18-hole score 
and be on the membership roster as of the date of the event. 
Points: Points are awarded to players, based on the chart below, with the lowest 15 gross scores 
in the event.  At the end of the season, the five best events for each player are tallied to determine 
the winner. 
Eligible Events: 

 MWGA Stroke Play Events (President’s Tournament, State Championship, etc.) 

 All 2-Lady/Person Four Ball Events and the Best 2 of 4 Event (Players MUST report a score 
on each hole.  The score reported should preferably be the actual score or if the player 
picks up she must report her most likely score and that score must be indicated with an x.) 

 
 

Place of Gross Score 
in qualifying 
tournaments 

 

MWGA State  
Tournament  

Points awarded 

President's 
Tournament 

Points awarded 

Others  
Points awarded 

1 400 375 350 

2 350 325 300 

3 325 300 275 

4 300 275 250 

5 275 250 225 

6 250 225 200 

7 225 200 175 

8 200 175 150 

9 175 150 125 

10 150 125 100 

11 125 100 75 

12 100 75 50 

13 75 50 25 

14 50 25 15 

15 25 15 10 

 

 

 



 

Revised 05/01/2017 

MWGA PLAYER OF THE YEAR (POY) 
 
Each year MWGA identifies and acknowledges our most active and awarded players.  For this 
purpose we have established the Player of the Year award.  These players are awarded every year 
at the Annual Meeting.  You can be a winner.  Look at the criteria for this award, then set you 
goals.  
 
PLAYER OF THE YEAR  
 
The player of the year is awarded, by class, to the members that are most supportive of the MWGA 
by participating in our events and are the higher placing competitors, by flight, in our tournaments. 
 
Purpose: To recognize and award members of all skill levels, by flight, that participate and finish 
competitively in our tournaments.  
Eligibility: To be eligible for points, players must finish, have a valid 18-hole score posted for the 
event and be on the membership roster as of the date of the event.  
Points: Points will be awarded to all members participating in MWGA events.  Points are awarded 
on a player’s highest gross or net finish.   Members will get 2 points for participation in rules 
seminars, skills clinics, the annual meeting, the match play tournament, the match play league, and 
any other events run by the MWGA. 
 

CLASS DIVISIONS BY INDEX 

CLASS INDEX 

A 12.9 and under 

B 13.0 - 19.9 

C 20.0 - 25.9 

D 26.0 and higher 

 

POINTS AWARDED FOR GROSS 
AND NET PLACES 

PLACE POINTS 

1st 10 

2nd 9 

3rd 8 

4th 7 

5th 6 

6th and below 2 

 
 

MOST IMPROVED PLAYER (MIP) 

The MIP is the member with the highest Improvement Factor as defined in the USGA Handicap System 
manual. The formula takes the previous year’s ending index plus 12, then divides it by the current year’s 
ending index plus 12.  The MWGA MIP is the member that has: 

1) the highest Improvement Factor 

2) at least four MWGA POY points  

3) posted a minimum of 12 rounds of golf during the season 

 



MWGA Volunteer of the Year 
 

Purpose:   To recognize and award members who volunteer their time to benefit the MWGA. 
 

Eligibility:   All members of the association (Board of Directors excluded). 
 

Points:        Awards 2 points per day for: 

(1) Golf Show 

(2) Girl’s Golf Program –Instruction 

(3) Girl’s Golf Program –Friday Scrambles 

(4) Girl’s Golf (Member-Junior Scramble) 

(5) Competition Ranger 

(6) Assisting at a Competition or Event 

(7) Active Participation in MWGA Committee 

(8) Other approved volunteering 

 

Award: One-year MWGA membership and recognition pin  
 

Participation: Members to submit Volunteer Report to the person running the competition or 

event at which they volunteer. That person, in turn, shall submit the form or report 

the volunteer activity to the Vice President for annual recordkeeping. The member 

accumulating the most points in a year will be recognized at the next Annual 

Meeting and awarded the membership and pin. 

 

 

VOLUNTEER REPORT 
 

 

Member Name: ______________________________                                                        

 

Event(s): 

Golf Show Date(s): _______________ 

 Date(s): _______________ 

 Date(s): _______________ 

 Date(s): _______________ 

-Junior Scramble Date(s): _______________ 

 Ranger Date(s): _______________ 

 Date(s): _______________ 

Participation in MWGA Committee (Name) Date(s): _______________ 

 – Explain _______________ Date(s): _______________ 

 
 

Approved by: ______________________________ Points Awarded: _______________ 

 

 Rev. 3/2016 (formerly 6/2013) 



MWGA RESPONSE TO CONTAGIOUS VIRUSES/DISEASES 

Stay Safe 
Protect and Respect Each Other 

 
Click this link, COVID-19 Guidelines, to access the most recent CDC guidelines.  
This site includes detailed information on when to quarantine and when to isolate. This site includes 
a quarantine and isolation calculator to help you determine how you should proceed should you 
develop symptoms or have been in close contact with an infected person.   
 

If you are not feeling well, stay home, but let us know as far in advance 
as possible that you will not be joining us.  

 
 

INTENT OF THE 
MWGA STAY SAFE POLICY  

 

Players are expected to follow recommended guidelines and to be respectful of the wishes and 
concerns of others. Regardless of the existence of any health crisis, our members and guests are 
always expected to act in a manner that will protect our safety. 
 
Members and guests are expected to monitor and follow the guidelines issued by the CDC,  Michigan 
Guidelines and this document.  Over time, the guidelines and recommendations will likely change.  It 
is your responsibility to stay current and behave responsibly. 
  
There is a risk in being in a social environment with others, even with social distancing, masks and 
sanitizing agents.  The possible asymptomatic nature of this virus could cause exposure, even when 
we are diligent and taking all precautions.  

• We do NOT require members to tell us when they have tested positive.   

• We DO expect members to notify us if they believe they have exposed other members or 
contacted the virus at an MWGA event.  

 We DO expect our players to “self-isolate” and not to come to MWGA events, for the 
recommended time, as described in the current CDC guidelines 

 
It is recommended that those at higher risk for severe illness take extra precautions.  Every individual 
is responsible for taking the precautions necessary for their particular situation.  
 
Although we are concerned, we do not monitor our members health during this pandemic, but: 

• we do expect them to not expose others to their potential contagious illness   

• we to follow the public health guidelines   
• we do expect them to take the recommended precautions when in close proximity to other 

members and golf course staff 
 
Anyone we discover not following our guidelines is in violation of our Code of Conduct Policy and we 

will take appropriate action.
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-increased-risk.html


 


	00-Cover
	01-Constitution-Approved-2020.11.14
	02-Bylaws-Approved-2020.11.24
	03-2022-MWGA-Competition-and-Event-Guidelines-v4.6
	04-2023-MWGA_Rules_and_Conditions_of_Competition-Final-1
	05-Handicapping101_2020
	06-2019_MWGA_Pace_of_Play_Policy_REV_2019.1.12
	07-2019_MWGA_Inclement_Weather_Policy_REV_12.11.2018
	08-MWGA-Code-of-Conduct-2020
	09-Competition_Formats_2019.02.07
	10-MWGA-Competition-Refund-Policy-2023
	11-2017_POY-GOY-MIP-Guidelines-1
	12-MWGA-Volunteer-of-the-Year_2016
	13-MWGA-Response-to-General-Health-Issues-Stay-Safe-Policy-August-2022
	99-Back

