NEWSLINX

Founded 1986

www.mwgolf.org

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization

Find Bargains, New Courses and
Help MWGA
at the MI Golf Show, March 2-4
Suburban Collection Showplace
46100 Grand River, Novi
By Pat Shelton, Publicity Director

There’s always a
bargain to be
found, tons of golf
courses represented and, most importantly, MWGA Booth 907, close to
one of the entrances. Your golf organization gets a booth at the golf show in
order to share with women golfers the
wonderful benefits and offerings available to members and guests of MWGA.
The Novi show is open Friday,
March 2, from 2 to 8pm; Saturday,
March 3, from 9am to 8pm and Sunday, March 4, from 10am to 5pm.
There will be over 400 exhibitors, 100
Michigan golf courses represented
and a variety of hands-on activities to
get you ready for the golfing season -Garland has a $25,000 hole-in-one
challenge, there are 100 feet of hitting
nets, long drive contests and hourly
door prize drawings.
We try to have two women or more

at the MWGA booth at all times. You
can help get our message out by taking a 2-hour shift or two. We will have
an informational video running on a
computer, posters highlighting the
benefits of membership as well as
some of our events plus NEWSLINX
and literature to give to interested
golfers. It’s not hard work --- all you
have to do is hand out information,
perhaps answer a few questions or
direct those interested to our website.
By helping, you could use a badge for
free entry, and before or after your
shift have plenty of time to check out
all the other vendors and their wares.
An MWGA goal is to get new members, either at the show or online at
our website www.mwgolf.org. It’s important to build our membership. If
we can increase participation at our
events, we could hold or lower entry
Continued on page 6

2012 Guidelines Briefing & Rules Clinic
By Lu Stockton , Seminars & Clinics Director

Find us on

The Michigan Women’s Golf Association
is organized . . . to foster amateur sports
competitions . . . In particular to (1)
educate amateur female golfers on the
rules and values of the game of golf by
conducting tournaments, educational
clinics and other events for the benefit of
its members and by actively supporting
other events sponsored by organizations
in which the Association is a member,
such as the USGA and the GAM and (2)
provide golf instruction and programming
to underprivileged and disadvantaged
children and youth.
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Saturday, April 14, Michigan Hall of Fame, Troy
– Registration for Guidelines Briefing & Rules Clinic
– Guidelines Briefing
– Registration for Rules Clinic (if you are only attending the Rules Clinic)
– Rules Clinic
Cost: $10 Light Refreshments

The Guidelines Briefing will be presented by the Membership Committee at 9:00 am. They will review established guidelines to increase your level of comfort and confidence when participating in MWGA tournaments,
promoting the MWGA belief that an ―informed player is a happy player.‖ There will be time for Q & A and
handouts will be provided.
We are pleased that our Rules Clinic will again be presented by Jeanne Myers, GAM Assistant Director of
Rules & Competition and past GAM President. Jeanne has officiated at more than 100 USGA amateur and professional tournaments, was rules official for the MI PGA for 13 years and has conducted over 300 rules seminars.
One of her most notable accomplishments was authoring the Equitable Stroke Control Procedure that went into
effect in 1991 and is still in use today. In honor of her service to golf, Jeanne has received several accolades. She
was given the Jean Dodds Lifetime Achievement Award from the Women’s District Golf Association in 2005. She
was selected captain of the USA women’s team for the 2006 Women’s World Amateur Team Championship in
South Africa. On May 21, 2006, Jeanne was inducted into the Michigan Golf Hall of Fame.
Continued on page 2
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President’s Corner By Barbara Porter
After you Board’s first
meeting for 2012, I can
predict a very challenging
season for your MWGA,
although not in a bad sense. Did I
mention the meeting was extensive
and lengthy? Given the scope of the
agenda, I’m surprised we’re not still
in session…like some jury being sequestered until a verdict is reached!
After all the holiday fanfare, it’s time
to pull up our sleeves and get back
to work for the benefit of your
MWGA. In this article, I will briefly
outline our vision and mission for
2012.
Our main goal is to increase
membership as well as increase
event participation within our
existing membership. Simply stated, without a supportive membership, the MWGA, as it stands today,
will not exist. As an organization,
throughout our twenty-five year history, we have expanded our programs and events for women’s golf in
Michigan. And, I must add, for the
enrichment of the game on many
levels. Plus, we constantly elevate
our technology to meet the demands
of today’s savvy consumer. With additional commitments come additional expenses.
Over the years, the MWGA was
able to build up a cash reserve largely in part of (1) more members (2)
more rounds played (3) little overhead as most Board members sacrificed a lot of their personal money (4)
limited events and (5) limited technology. Today the MWGA has (1) fewer members, due mostly to an increase in options for the female golfer (2) less rounds played (3) an increase in overhead (4) more events
and programs and (5) an abundance

of technology. Consequently, those
reserves are slowly dwindling. Of
course, the picture is not all that
bleak; however, your Board is being
extremely cautious in order to preserve this organization for the future.
So, to maintain our current status
and/or to move forward, your Board
is suggesting the following:

However, over the years, the grant
has gotten smaller and our program has gotten larger due to increased awareness and, consequently, enrollment. And, we don’t
turn anyone away even if they cannot pay the modest charge for the
program. Why the LPGA has decreased their initial grant is anybody’s guess. In this economy, I
1.Encourage all MWGA members to
would assume their funds are tight
actively take part in our events. If
coupled with more interest in the
all 225 plus members played in
program stretching the dollar furone additional event this year, the
ther. Can’t make the party? We’ll
revenue generated would just
gladly accept donations anytime.
about cover the deficit in our Girls
Many employers match charitable
Golf Program. All of us have golfing
donations. Check with your tax
pals. Why not convince them to
professional as the MWGA has a
join? I realize the MWGA is not for
501(c)(3) designation. Also, all
everyone; however, if you have an
money from Mulligans sold at our
acquaintance playing golf at the
scrambles events goes into our
same caliber as yourself, she
Girls Golf Program. So, support the
would be a good candidate! ReMulligans! It would be a loss for
member, the MWGA holds a
many young aspiring golfers if this
―Guidelines Briefing,‖ in conjuncprogram should falter.
tion with the Rules Seminar, to
3.Volunteer! Simply stated, we need
educate all members on MWGA
your assistance! At events, at the
amateur tournament golf proceGolf Show and at the Girls Golf
dures. It’s a great venue for a poProgram. All of us are busy; howtential member to learn what the
ever, giving back is a great feeling.
MWGA is all about as well as curContact any Board member for furrent members in need of some
ther information on how you can
CEU training!
help!
2.Support our fundraisers for our
I think you get the picture and
Girls Golf Program. On March 17,
I’ve said enough for now. I look forthe MWGA is having a St. Patrick’s ward to a wonderful 2012 season of
Day Potluck Party at the Michigan MWGA golf and can’t wait for the
Golf Hall of Fame. The HOF has
warm days to arrive. Now it’s back to
donated the space and our expens- the drawing board to compile the
es will be minimal. We expect at
February Board Meeting Agenda.
least seventy percent of the proSome things never change. Don’t
ceeds to go directly to the program. forget to stop by our booth at the
So, a decent attendance (similar to Michigan Golf Show in Novi at the
our Cha-Cha-Cha event), would be Suburban Collection Showplace,
a plus! See details in this issue.
March 2-4. Better yet, man the booth
The Girls Golf Program is subsifor a couple of hours!
dized by a grant from the LPGA.

The largest bunker in the world is
Hell's Half Acre on the 585-yard 7th hole
of the Pine Valley Course in New Jersey.
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Rules Rock By Sara Wold, Rules Director
When it is too snowy or cold to play golf in
your spare time, I recommend that you read
and study the Definitions and Rules of Golf.
There are so many little details that will
help you determine how to handle the rules
situations you encounter on the golf course. For most
situations, the Rules Book is adequate to determine the
action you should take. The Decisions Book is very helpful for clarifications and ―sticky situations‖. It also helps
to memorize the Rules numbers; so you can quickly find
them in the Rules Book.
I am studying for the USGA/PGA Rules Exam not
only to refresh my memory but to get a score of 75 or
better to enable me to officiate at US Championships.
For me and most, it is not an easy task and requires diligent studying. Today I studied Rule 27. Ball Lost or Out
of Bounds; Provisional Ball. Below are a few examples
and a test to demonstrate how handy the Rules Book
can be.

1) A player plays from the teeing ground, searches briefly for his ball and then goes back and tees another
ball. Before he plays the teed ball, and within the five
-minute search period, the original ball is found. May
the player abandon the teed ball and play the original ball?
2) In stroke play, a competitor hits his tee shot into a
practice area. Thinking that the ball is out of bounds,
he lifts it and plays another ball from the tee. He
then discovers that the practice area is not out of
bounds. What is the ruling?
3) In stroke play, a competitor, believing his tee shot
might be lost, plays a provisional ball. He finds a ball
he believes is his original ball, plays a stroke at it,
picks up his provisional ball and then discovers that
the ball he played was not his original ball, but rather a wrong ball. He resumes search for his original
ball but cannot find it. What is the ruling?
The answers are on page 9.

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS: PAY ONLINE OR NOTIFY US OF A MAILED PAYMENT
To ensure we receive your payments for MWGA Membership and events in a timely manner, we encourage you to pay
online. Go to www.mwgolf.org and use the online forms. If you prefer to pay by check or gift certificate, please complete and submit the mail-in event forms AND send an email to MWGAPayment@mwgolf.org to alert us to the mailed
payment. Include your name, payment amount and event.

2012 Guidelines Briefing
& Rules Clinic
Continued from page 1

We are very fortunate to have
Jeanne share her experiences with
us.
2012 is a Rules change year and
the significant changes for this year
will be covered in this seminar. The
Rules Clinic will focus on the Exceptions to the Rules that make the
Rules so difficult and complicated.
We not only have to learn the Rule,
but all the exceptions that go with it.
Jeanne’s Rules presentation is not
only informative, but fun and knowing the Rules of Golf can help you
improve your score and your understanding of the game. Please share
your questions with Jeanne as we
can all benefit from this open dialog.
Have fun and meet new golfers
while you learn the Rules! This event
is open to all MWGA members, including sponsored males and guests.
We encourage everyone to attend.
Plus, as an added bonus, if you
haven’t yet visited the Michigan Golf
Hall of Fame, this will give you an
opportunity to do so. The Hall of
Fame is located in the Troy Office
Center, Suite 160, Building B, 320

East Big Beaver, east of Livernois.
1127 Palmer St, Plymouth MI
The site hosts portraits, plaques and 48170-2054. If you have questions,
other memorabilia of the greatest
contact Lu Stockton, MWGA
golfers in state. www.michigan-golffoundation.com.
All this is available to you for
You’ve just got one
only $10! Plus, remember, memproblem. You stand too
bers will receive 2 Player of the Year
points for attendance at the Guideclose to the ball after
lines Briefing and an additional 2
you’ve hit it.
POY points for the Rules Clinic. You
may register and pay online at
Sam Snead.
www.mwgolf.org or mail your payment to the MWGA Event Office,

13561 Dunham Road
Hartland, MI 48353
248-887-9170
www.dunhamhills.com

Come join us and enjoy the best
kept secret in Livingston County!
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Issue 1 — 2012

St. Paddy’s Day Potluck Party
Would you like to
attend a St. Patrick’s
Day party but can’t
stand the bar scene?
Well, MWGA has
planned your perfect
event. It includes
food, fun, friends,
and a fabulous location all for a fine
cause….our Girls
Golf Program.
Come Play with Us:
MWGA’s St. Patrick’s
Day Potluck Party!
When: Saturday,
March 17, 2012
3:00-7:00PM
Where: Michigan
Golf Hall of Fame,
320 E. Big Beaver
Troy
What: Euchre, Bid
Whist, Backgammon,
Wii Sports, Prizes,

By Francine Pegues , Juniors Director

Chinese Auction, fun & more
Cost: $40 Two-person team + bring
a dish to share with 10–12 people
and BYOB; $20 Single + bring a dish
to share with 10–12 people and
BYOB
So, grab your friends, girlfriend,
boyfriend, wife, husband, mother,
father, sister, brother, cousins; anyone over 21 who likes a good time in
a user-friendly environment.
Proceeds from this event will be
used to support our Girls Golf Program. Over the past two (2) years
MWGA has underwritten the cost to
teach 89 girls (and a few boys) the
game of golf. Our expenses include
an LPGA teaching pro, range balls,
course fees, golf clubs and healthy
snacks. In 2010 we gave each student a set of golf clubs donated by
our members. In 2011 we bought 24
new sets of youth clubs which we
lend to our students. In 2011 we ran
a beginners program for 32 girls

(ages 7-14) and started a
junior league for 17 girls
and boys (ages 10 – 15).
The cost to MWGA for
those two (2) years was about
$12,100. We received a grant from
the LPGA for $2,750, student registration fees, cash donations, mulligan donations and Dearborn Hills
Outing entry fees totaled $7,200,
leaving a deficit of $4,900 for the
past two (2) years.
To keep the program alive, we
need your support! So come on out
and have a good time and support a
GREAT cause. WE urge you to attend, but if you cannot, you can still
help. Go to www.mwgolf.org and DONATE now. To sign up to attend, go
to www.mwgolf.org or contact me,
Francine Pegues, at pegues@mwgolf.
org, 313-469-7906, or Kathy
Brennan, brennan@mwgolf.org, 734522-1589. We hope to see you sporting your green!

Come to the Party and help girls get
to the course and stay on the course.
Share the great game of golf.

Attention: Comparing Tournament
Costs
Yr.
Ave.
Cost
4 MWGA

2012 2011 2010
$63 $62.40 $66.10

2009
$70.10

MWGA

MWGA Annual Meeting, Saturday, May 5th @ 11 am
Golf @ 1 pm, Salem Hills GC, Northville By Denise Buechel, Vice President
Greetings fellow MWGA
members! I hope everyone has enjoyed our mild
winter. Spring is almost
here and we'll gather
once again for our MWGA
Annual Meeting. Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 5th, to meet
at Salem Hills in Northville - the site
of the MWGA Annual Meeting &

Scramble kicking off the 2012 golf
season.
Come early to meet and greet old
friends and nemeses alike. We'll
enjoy the traditional ―kick-off‖
luncheon meeting held to update
everyone on the state of the MWGA
organization (where we were, where
we are and where we’re going). Not to
be missed —we'll announce Player of

the Year, Golfer of the Year and Most
Improved Golfer awards. (My name
will not come up!)
A bit different this year - we will
not host vendors. Simply put, last
year the shopping was not brisk.
Most of us have come to an age
where if you can't eat it, wear it or
spend it, what good is it?

WAPL & MICHIGAN GOLF HALL OF FAME
By Nancy Serra, Tournament Director

This year the WAPL Sectional
Qualifying Round is going to be held
at Salem Hills Golf Club in Northville
on Tuesday, May. 29, 2012. On
behalf of the USGA, Sara Wold and I
would like to invite you to participate. Not only is it a worthwhile experience, but the number of players
we are allowed to send to the finals
is based on the number of entries in
our Sectional.
The WAPL Championship will be
held at Neshanic Valley Golf Course
in New Jersey next June. More information will be forthcoming. Until
then ―Save the Date‖ 05/29/2012
and plan to join us for an exciting
and challenging USGA round of golf.

MICHIGAN GOLF HALL OF FAME
The 2012 Hall of Fame Golf Outing is going to be held Sunday, May
20th at Forest Akers Golf Course.
Four people, unknown at this time,
are being inducted in to the HOF.
The Michigan State University Forest
Akers Golf Courses are recognized as
two of the best public golf course in
Michigan. Golf Digest has given Forest Akers West Course a four star
rating and the East Course a threestar rating. The Detroit News ranked
Forest Akers West Course number
six in the state of Michigan's public
courses. And, the Lansing State Journal gave Forest Akers West Course

first place in their Best of
the Best rankings for the
past two years.
The day is kicked off
with a Four Person
Shamble Event, next is
dinner, drinks and dessert which is
followed by the induction ceremony,
giving all a chance to be on the inside track to some of the experiences
of those who have dedicated, in one
way or another, a huge part of their
life to golf. Please mark your calendar and plan to attend this prestigious event. You may call Nancy Serra
248-625-8705 for further details or
watch for them online at our website
mwgolf.org.

MWGA - Skills Clinic & On-Course Management
Time for Your Spring Tune-Up By Lu Stockton , Seminars & Clinics Director
for all. Gain invaluable tips on the range with
golf specific warm-ups and swing exercises,
Date: Saturday, May 19
followed by 20 minutes of pre golf putting
Location: Hickory Creek Golf Course
skills and on course management.
3625 Napier Road, Superior, Twp. 48198
SPECIFICS: Limited to 24 participants (Two groups
After golf, enjoy drinks and dinner at the Greenside
of 12)
Tavern (not included with the fee) in the clubhouse
RANGE TIME: Start with tips on the range with golf
Session 1: 12 Noon (followed by 1:00 pm tee times)
specific warm-ups and swing exercises. Then onto the
Session 2: 3:30 pm (followed by 4:30 pm tee times)
putting green for pre-golf putting skills.
Cost: $50 (Includes instruction, range balls, cart and
PLAYING TIME: Tami will coach on the course for approximately a half hour with each threesome. Groups
9-hole green fee)
will then continue on to finish their 9 holes of play.
Join us Saturday, May 19, at Hickory Creek Golf
Remember - members will receive 2 Player of the
Course, for combined instruction and on course golf
Year points for attendance at this Clinic.
strategies with PGA Golf Professional, Tami Bealert.
You may register and pay online at www.mwgolf.org
Tami is a PGA Class "A" Golf Professional and Certified
or mail your payment to the MWGA Event Office, 1127
Personal Trainer, WITS. Tami believes in applying golf
Palmer St, Plymouth MI 48170-2054. If you have quesspecific exercises and practice drills tailored to meet
tions, contact me, Lu Stockton, at 734-546-1023 or
each individual's needs, goals and expectations. Her
stockton@mwgolf.org. Please register early – space is
passion for the game, along with her patience and dedilimited to 24 participants. We hope to see you at this
cation to her students, creates an enjoyable atmosphere
Clinic!

Earn 2 POY Points for Attending!
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Membership Snippets By

Shirley McClain , Membership Director

MWGA Members, we are moving closer
and closer to our new year of Golf. Only 64
days before the Michigan Golfing Season
begins. By the time you read this article, it
will be even less time. Those of you that
have not renewed your membership, the time is
NOW. You don’t want to be left out this year; we have

some wonderful courses lined up to challenge your golfing skills. You can renew via PayPal or by sending your
application via US Mail.
This year, as last year, we will have Guideline Updates for MWGA members at the Hall of Fame in Troy
sometime in April. So, what are you waiting for? Get
those renewal applications in NOW.

MI Golf Show, March 2-4, Suburban Collection Showplace
Continued from page 1

fee costs and possibly boost prize payouts. You can help by volunteering to staff the MWGA booth. See map below
for our booth location. If you can devote a couple of hours to assist, please email or phone me, Pat Shelton
at shelton@mwgolf.org or 248-471-9030.

Match Play League By Pat Witek, League Coordinator
The MWGA Match Play League is open to
MWGA members in good standing. Players
are assigned to flights based on their USGA
Handicap Index. Each member plays five
matches within her flight and could advance
on to the inter-flight playoffs and Championship matches. Matches are played one-on-one and hole-by-hole,
with points awarded for holes won. Matches can be
played at any time and at any course, but to help facilitate completion of the matches before the start of the
playoff rounds, six weekend group play dates have been
scheduled.
The cost to join the league is $50. Returning members should make their commitment to the league by
March 15. After that, the league will be open to new
members. The league meeting is scheduled for Sunday,

April 29 at Glen Oaks GC. The rules, regulations and
strategies of match play will be discussed. Tentative
group play dates are published in this newsletter.
Important Dates
March 15 Commitment deadline for returning 2011
members
March 16 Open enrollment for all MWGA members
April 29
League meeting, 10:00 at Glen Oaks
You are strongly urged to renew your league membership online but you do have the option of mailing
your $50 league entry fee (make your check out to the
MWGA) to:
MWGA Event Office
1127 Palmer St.,
Plymouth, MI 48170-2054

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS: PAY ONLINE OR NOTIFY US OF A MAILED PAYMENT
To ensure we receive your payments for MWGA Membership and events in a timely manner, we encourage you to pay online. Go
to www.mwgolf.org and use the online forms. If you prefer to pay by check or gift certificate, please complete and submit the mail-in
event forms AND send an email to MWGAPayment@mwgolf.org to alert us to the mailed payment. Include your name, payment
amount and event.
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2012 MWGA Event Schedule
Unless otherwise specified, MWGA, WAPL, GAM and USGA events are open to female golfers with a USGA index of 40 or less. Any event with age, index or pre-qualification
restrictions is so noted.

MWGA Events ($xx Member/$xx Non-Member). Entry Deadline 10 Days Prior to All Events Unless Noted. QUESTIONS: tournamententry@mwgolf.org or 734-558-2543. ENTER TOURNAMENTS AND EVENTS ONLINE at www.mwgolf.org or MAIL ENTRIES to: MWGA
Event Office, 1127 Palmer St, Plymouth, MI 48170-2054.
Date/Time
Event/Fee
Site/Location/Contact (if other than Tournament Office)
4/14 9-12
MWGA Rules Clinic @ 10/Guidelines Briefing
Golf Hall of Fame, Suite 160 Building B, 320 E. Big Beaver Rd, Troy MI
@9 $10 members/guests
Contact Lu Stockton, 734-546-1023, stockton@mwgolf.org
4/29 @ 10

Match Play League Meeting Golf optional

5/19 @ 12 or 3:30

Golf Skills Clinic $50 (skills plus play 9 holes)

5/5, Sat,
11a
1p shotgun
5/12
5/20
5/26, Sat
Noon crossover

Annual Meeting, Buffet Lunch
Spring Member/Guest 4-Woman Scramble

6/2
6/9, Sat
9a shotgun
6/17

Match Play
President’s Stroke Play (pairings of 3)
$63 member, $83 non-member
Match Play

Glen Oaks Golf Club, Contact: Pat Witek, 248-417-1190,
witek@mwgolf.org
Hickory Creek Golf Course, hickorycreekgolf.com, Ypsilanti Contact Lu
Stockton, 734-546-1023, stockton@mwgolf.org
Salem Hills, Northville 48168, 248-437-2152,
www.salemhillsgolfclub.com. All activities: meeting/ lunch/golf/cart/range
— $63; Non Members $83 meeting/lunch ONLY — $15
TBD, Contact: Pat Witek, 248-417-1190, witek@mwgolf.org
TBD, Contact: Pat Witek, 248-417-1190, witek@mwgolf.org
Lakes of Taylor, Taylor 48180, 734-287-2100, www.taylorgolf.com.
Fee includes golf/cart (Men YD 6386, CR 70.7, SR 122; Women YD 5119,
CR 69.3, SR 117)
TBD, Contact: Pat Witek, 248-417-1190, witek@mwgolf.org
Timber Trace, Pinckney 48169, 734-878-1800, www.timbertracegolf
club.com; Golf/cart/range (YD 5100, CR 68.9, SR 120)
TBD, Contact: Pat Witek, 248-417-1190, witek@mwgolf.org

6/25, Mon
8a shotgun
7/8, Sun
9a shotgun
7/14
7/21, 7/22, Sat–
Sun, 9a shotguns

2-Woman Scramble
Golf/cart: $63 member, $83 non-member
Match Play
Stroke Play
$63 member, $83 non-member
Match Play
2-Day State Championship Stroke Play
$126 member, $1636non-member

Shepherd’s Hollow, Clarkston 48348, 248-922-0300,
www.shepherdshollow.com (YD 4906, CR 69.7, SR 120)
TBD, Contact: Pat Witek, 248-417-1190, witek@mwgolf.org
Lake Forest, Ann Arbor 48103, 734-994-8580, www.lakeforestgc.com;
Golf/cart/range (YD 5354, CR 71.9, SR 124)
TBD, Contact: Pat Witek, 248-417-1190, witek@mwgolf.org
Timber Ridge, East Lansing 48823, 517-339-8000, www.golftimberridge.
com (YD 5175, CR 71.4, SR 132); Golf/cart/range/ 2nd day buffet

7/22, Sun, 9a

State Championship Junior Division $60

Timber Ridge; golf/cart/range/South of the Border buffet

7/28

Match Play Playoff Qualifier

TBD, Contact: Pat Witek, 248-417-1190, witek@mwgolf.org

8/4, Sat
9a shotgun
8/21, Tue
9a shotgun
8/12
8/25

2-Woman Four-Ball Stroke Play
$63 member, $83 non-member
4-Woman Cha, Cha, Cha & Guest Day $63
member, $83 Guest. Enter as a Single
Match Play Quarterfinals
Match Play Semifinals
9-Hole Member/Junior 2-Woman Scramble
Match Play Championship ALL WELCOME
Golf/cart/range: TBD
2-Day/2-Person Eraser, Women/Mixed Teams
$126/member/male partner, $166/nonmember Golf/cart/range/Sun. lunch
4-Woman Member/Guest Fall Shamble
Golf/cart/range: $63

Dunham Hills, Hartland 48353, 248-887-9170, www.dunhamhills.com;
Golf/cart/range (YD 5253, CR 70.8, SR 118)
Edgewood CC, Commerce TWP. 48382, 248-363-7112, www.edgewood
countryclub.org; $63 Golf/cart/range/lunch (YD 5646, CR 71.9, SR 121)
TBD, Contact: Pat Witek, 248-417-1190, witek@mwgolf.org
TBD, Contact: Pat Witek, 248-417-1190, witek@mwgolf.org
TBD
Tyrone Hills, Fenton 48430, 810-629-5011, www.tyronehillsgolf.com;
Contact: Pat Witek, 248-417-1190, witek@mwgolf.org
The Dream, West Branch 48661, 877-345-6300, www.teedream.com;
(Men YD 5686, CR 67.1, SR 227; Women YD 4997, CR 68.7, SR 126)
Rm. $88 incl. tax @ Quality WB 989-345-3503
Sycamore Hills, Macomb 48042, 586-598-9500, www.sycamorehills.com;
(North to West, YD 5070, CR 68.3, SR 119)

Match Play
Match Play
2-Person Four-Ball, Women’s & Mixed Teams
$63 member/male partner, $83 non-member

6/30

9/8 Sat

9/9, Sun
11:30a tee times
9/15, 9/16,
Shotguns 11a Sat,
10a Sun
9/30, Sun
1p shotgun

ATTENTION COMPARING
TOURNAMENT COSTS
Year

2012

Ave. Cost $63

2011

2010

2009

$62.40 $66.10 $70.10

Giulio’s — Great Food, Great Value!
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2012 GAM AND USGA Schedule
Event

Index
Limit

Date(s)

Entry
Deadline

Course

City

GAM Women’s
Mid-Amateur

20.4

Mon-Tues
Jul 2-3

June 20

Prestwick Village GC

Highland

Michigan Women’s
Amateur

15.4

Mon-Fri
Jul 16020

July 6

Forest Akers GC

East Lansing

GAM Women’s
Championship

15.4

Mon-Tue
Aug 20-21

Aug 8

Port Huron GC

Port Huron

GAM Women’s Senior
Four Ball

20.4

Mon-Tue
Jul 30-31

July 18

Edgewood CC

Commerce

GAM Women’s Senior
Championship

25.4

Mon-Tue
Aug 27-28

Aug 15

Indian River GC

Indian River

GAM Tournament of Club By invitaChampions
tion only

Mon
Oct 8

Sep 26

Detroit Golf Club

Detroit

GAM Sr Tournament of
Club Champions

By Invitation only

Wed
Oct 3

Sep 21

Warwick Hills

Grand Blanc

Women’s Atlas Trophy
Matches

By Invitation only

Mon-Tue
Aug 5-6

St Ives and Tullymore

Stanwood

For more information on GAM events, go to http://www.gam.org/Public/competitions

USGA Women’s Events
Dates

Event
Index Limit

Course

Entry
Deadline

Local Qualifier
Date and Course

Thu-Sun Jul 5 - 8

U.S. Women’s Open
Hdcp. limit 4.4

Blackwolf Run
Kohler, WI

Wed, May 2

TBA

Mon-Sat, Jun 18 - 23 U.S. WAPL
Hdcp. limit 18.4

Neshanic Valley GC
Neshanic, NJ

Wed, May 9

May 29 - Salem Hills
Northville

Mon-Sat Jul 16-21

U.S. Girls Jr. Am

Lake Merced GC
Daly City, CA

Wed, May 30

Jun 20 - Walnut Hills
E. Lansing

Mon-Sat Aug 6-12

U.S. Women’s Am
Hdcp. limit 5.4

The Country Club
Cleveland, OH

Wed, June 27

Jul 10 - CC of Detroit
Detroit

Sat-Thurs Oct 6 - 11

U.S. Women’s Mid-Am
Hdcp. limit 9.4

Briggs Ranch CC
San Antonio, TX

Wed, Aug 22

Sep 13 - Barton Hills
CC Ann Arbor

Sat-Thurs Sep 8 - 13

U.S. Women’s Senior Am
Hdcp. limit 18.4

Hershey CC
Hershey, PA

Wed, July 25

Aug 23 - Detroit Golf
Club-S

Senior Golf Special!

MWGA MEMBERS
Monday - Thursday Prior to
11:00 am

18 Holes with Cart $25.00
MWGA Members Receive Complimentary Range Balls
Offer Expires 5/31/2012 Excludes Other Specials/Holidays

Salem Hills Golf Club

8810 W. Six Mile Rd., Northville

248-437-2152
Www.salemhillsgolfclub.com
8 MWGA

$20

~ 18 Holes w/Cart
~ Monday - Friday
~ Seniors 55+ yrs.

Owned and Operated by the
Miesle Family
www.golfhuntersridge.com
8101 Byron Rd., Howell
517-545-GOLF (4653)
Email: hrgolf@att.net

MWGA

Tournament Pricing By Nancy Serra, Course Director
Over the years the MWGA has
taken on numerous tasks and has
accomplished many of the goals it
has set for itself. This year our biggest goal is to increase the number of
our members that attend our events.
That having been said, while putting
together the schedule this year I
tried to be conscious of location,
playability, and desirability of the
courses I chose. I know we cannot
please everyone all the time, but I
hope you will like the schedule
enough to put a good number of the
events on your calendar so as to
―save the date‖! We urge you to invite the other members, that maybe
you don’t see too often, to join you.
But don’t forget to invite your friends
that are not yet members also.
Keeping our primary goal in
mind, we have embarked on another
endeavor. Let me be clear, we’ve
made a change to standardize our
pricing and prize awards so that it
will be easier for you to plan and
more equitable regarding prize payouts. For instance, you won’t be penalized if you win first place in an
event with a low turnout. In the past,
the pot to divide would be smaller
than one attended by 70 or 80 players. Therefore all the events will cost
$63 or $126 for two day events. Non
-members still pay an additional
$20. Awards will be $40 for first

place, $30 for second
place and $20 for third
place (when there is
enough participation to
pay third place). We will
still maintain the integrity
of all prize monies being paid back to
the players. Should any money be
left, it will carry over to the next
tournament. And when food is included the price is still $63.
When comparing the cost of the
tournaments it is best to hear from
the guru of numbers, Cynthia
Pinkard who says: ―Last year we received about $2000 in subsidies
(from the travel agency we used for
the Solheim/Ireland trip) which
helped us lower the cost of several
tournaments. We obviously lowered
them too much, because we lost
money last year. Remember the Annual Meeting & Scramble? It was
$49. In 2010 it was $72, even with
the great deal Geri Lowman gave
us. In 2009 it was $91. We also
gave good deals on a couple of other
tournaments last year.‖ Keeping this
in mind, any comparison to last year
really isn’t comparing apples to apples. One more thing, this change
will make it much easier for several
of the steps it takes to bring you
events of the quality and organization we offer. We operate with the
knowledge that our first commitment

is to you, the player and MWGA
Member!
At the Annual Meeting, the Board
will gladly answer any questions you
have regarding this, or any other,
issue. I hope to see all of you there
this Spring on May 5th, when we can
finally enjoy the outdoors on the Salem Hills fairways, breathe in some
fresh air, swing away at that little
white globe and, last but not least,
enjoy our golfing buddies once again!

Members & Friends
We were saddened to
learn of the recent
passing of a friend of
MWGA, Kathy Hees
just after the holidays.
She was a member as
Michaywe and would
join in MWGA there as well as GAM
events including the Women’s
Senior Championship.

Answers to Rules Rock
From page 3

1. Yes. The teed ball was not in play
since the player had not yet made a
stroke at it – see Definition of ―Ball
in Play‖ – and the original ball was
not lost – see Definition of ―Lost
Ball‖. Decision 27-1/1.
2. When a player lifted his ball in play,
he incurred a penalty of one stroke
under Rule 18-2a and was required
to replace it. However, when the
player made a stroke from where
the previous stroke was made (Rule
20-5), he played a ball under penalty of stroke and distance (see Rule
27-1a). This procedure overrides
Rule 18-2a and, therefore, the penalty under Rule 18-2a does not apply. He is laying 3. Decision 182a/11.
3. The competitor lifted a ball which
was to become the ball in play, i.e.,
the provisional ball – see Rule 272b. Accordingly, the competitor incurred a stroke-and-distance penalty under Rule 27-1 as a result of
losing his original ball, a two-stroke
penalty under Rule 15-3b for playing a wrong ball and a one-stroke
penalty under Rule 18-2a for picking up his provisional ball. He is
required to replace and play out the
provisional ball. The competitor
would be playing his seventh
stroke. Decision 27-2b/9.
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The Positive Golfer By Janina Jacobs
Welcome to the New Year!
And, I am wondering if
this will be the year that
the golf industry finally
realizes the true value
and importance of proper golf marketing to women rather than considering us an afterthought. For years
the stats have not changed: about
47% of new golfers are women. Why
then, do women not represent over
half of the golfing population? Because out of that 47%, only 25%
stay with the game, which makes for
stagnant numbers.
Looking on the bright side, a conversation with Golf Digest VP and
Publisher Tom Bair yielded the surprise that the magazine was going to
offer some groundbreaking new information and sections of interest to
women. If you read the magazine,
currently there is little: maybe a
page or two from Editor Stina Sternberg, a profile of an LPGA pro or top
amateur, and perhaps a stray feature on a woman. Not much there,
but I’ll give them the year to see
what happens and hope you do too.
At the PGA Show this year, there
was a much-touted panel discussion
on the Forum stage. Here is the preview from the media release:
―Women, a key driver of the consumer marketplace, are a focus this week
as golf industry attendees meet at
the 59th PGA Merchandise Show in

Orlando, Fla. A panel discussion featuring golf and business professionals will discuss what steps are necessary to implement an integrated
marketing strategy to grow participation among women, and as well as
increase the number of women golf
professionals.‖
The panelists included Lisa
Gersh, COO, Martha Stewart Living
Omnimedia, Jon Goin, PGA Head
Professional at TPC Southwind in
Tennessee, Nancy Henderson, PGA/
LPGA Sr. VP and Executive Director
of LPGA Teaching/Club Professionals and the LPGA Foundation, and
Deb O’Connor, Kitchen Aid Director
of Global Reputation and Community Relations.
Unfortunately, business at home
prevented me from attending this
presentation, but I did request transcripts from it, which I’ll discuss if I
receive it. Meanwhile, let me share a
story with you to illustrate how important it is to keep improving our
presence and talent in the golf world:
Last May, at the gorgeous Mediterranean-style Grand Del Mar Resort in San Diego, CA, I attended a
―Media Women’s Golf Weekend’
where we were given specialized attention and training on the practice
range and golf on the superb Fazio
layout. We were divided into smaller
groups for each stage of practice.
My group was on the putting green

by the 1st Tee and it was obvious the
pro was working with us. We were
studying lag putts and the pro asked
my theory on them; my reply? ―I try
to make them‖. Surprised, he asked
for a demo on the 50+ foot curling
putt, which yielded 3 putts within 24 feet. Right then, some men who
were practice putting prior to tee-off
walked up to my putts, took the
brand new Titleists the pro had provided, stood in our way, and proceeded to putt at the hole…..with us clearly standing there. Even the pro had
to do a double-take! Our host, marketing pro Marguerite Clark, was
appalled, and said, ―Janina, just
MAKE that putt…now! Show them
who we are!‖ So, I took dead aim
(thanks Harvey….) and the putt
rolled right by the one guy’s back
foot and into the cup. Startled, he
looked at us, finally realized a lesson
was going on, and moved….but took
our golf balls with him! The other
women told the pro to stop him, but
he let it pass. After all, they were
Grand Del Mar logo golf balls and
the men, paying customers. Can you
imagine the reaction if women behaved that way?
But at least those men on that
day discovered that women belong
on the course as much as they do.
Of course, with that behavior, maybe
they don’t belong out there!

MWGA Golfer of the Year and Player of the Year

By Denise Buechel

We look forward to honoring our 2011 Player and Golfer of Year as well as our Most Improved Golfer at the
Annual Meeting to be held May 5th @ Salem Hills.
Player of the Year: Using a Points system we recognize ** Points are also awarded to members for attendance
and reward members of all skill levels who successfully
at Rules Seminars, Skill Clinics, the Annual Meeting,
compete in our tournaments. To be eligible players
the Match Play tournament, participation in MWGA
must participate in the event and be on the membership
sponsored leagues, and any other non-tournament
roster as of the date of the event.
event sponsored by the MWGA excluding volunteer
activities
Class Divisions by Index
Golfer of the Year
Place
Points*
Class
Index
Purpose: Recognize accomplished golfers that post the
1st
10
A
0-9.9
lowest overall gross scores in our tournaments.
2nd
9
Eligibility: To be eligible for points, players must parB
10-19.9
ticipate in the event and be on the membership roster
3rd
8
as of the date of the event.
4th
7
C
20-29.9
Points: Points are awarded to players with the lowest
5th
6
15 gross scores posted in selected events.
D
30-40.0
Other**
2
Ties: Ties will be scored by combining points for places
tied and dividing by number of players.
* Points are awarded based on the Player’s finish for
Gross and Net scores. Only one place is awarded,
Continued on next page
either Gross or Net.
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Handicap News & Updates By Sue Madej, Handicap
Hello, my name is Suzanne Madej, and I
am the new Handicap Director for the MWGA.
Although I am new to this position, I have
been the Handicap Chair for the last 7 years
for the Women's Metropolitan Golf Association and am
USGA certified. Cynthia Pinkard has done an incredible
job over the last several years, and she will continue to
assist me as I transition into this job.
Just a few reminders for you to ponder:
1. GAM revision dates remain the 1st and 15th of each
month, continuing throughout the entire year.
2. season in Michigan this year begins April 1, 2012
and ends November 1, 2012. Scores shot in Michigan can only be posted if they are played between
these dates.
3. Scores shot in states that continue to have an active

Director

golf season, i.e. Florida, California, Arizona, Nevada
and Alabama to name just a few, are to be posted in
a timely manner. These scores do matter to your index with MWGA.
4. Scores are to be posted at www.gam.org. You will
need to use your GAM login and password. If you
have any problems please contact me at handicap@
mwgolf.org and I will be happy to help. For further
information you can go to the MWGA website, www.
mwgolf.org, selecting the Posting Scores section.
As the year goes on, I will be happy to assist you in
any way I can. The most important thing to remember
is that posting your golf scores as soon as possible is
the best way to insure that our golf events are handicapped fairly for all.

Fund Development

By Kathy Brennan
Fund Development Director
I am asking our returning members and new
members to please utilize the donation line on
the membership form.
We are only asking for
$5 dollars from each of you to support the Girls Golf Program. They
will be very appreciative of any and
all donations.
I would also like to thank the
following sponsors for their support
last year and ask you to patronize
their establishments whenever
possible. They are as follows:
Staub Financial
Yarmak & Co., CPA
Pro Golf – Southgate
Dunham Hills Golf Club
Salem Hills Golf Club
Hunter’s Ridge Golf Club
Giulio’s Restaurant
Please keep them in mind when
looking for their type of services:
Financial, Accounting, Golf Store,
Golf Courses and Restaurant.
I hope to be able to write more
thank-you articles in the future
highlighting total dollars donated.
Come out to the St. Patrick’s Day
fundraiser party; I hope to see a lot
of you there! It’s a chance to mingle,
get together with your summer partners, and donate to a good cause.

NEWSLINX Changes Hands!
By Belinda Friis, Newsletter Director
After many years of fantastic service to MWGA
as the publisher of the
NEWLINX , Pat Shelton has moved
on to take over the duties of Publicity Director. I’m the newest board
member and am now publishing
NEWSLINX. When you see Pat, give
her a big thanks. Who knew how
much time and patience was re-

quired to create this publication!
This is my first edition and I’m still
learning about the Board and the
software. So, if you see problems, let
me know. If you have suggestions,
share those, and if you have a great
golf story, we would love to hear
from you in a guest column.
friis@mwgolf.org. Better yet,
share it now on MWGA @

Golfer of the Year (continued from previous page)
Events: MWGA Stroke Play Events (State Tournament, President’s Tournament, all other Stroke Play Tournaments) 2-Woman/Person Four-Ball Events and Best 2 of 4 Events, Cha-Cha-Cha (Each player plays own ball and
MUST record a score for each hole in the competition.)
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MWGA — A Driving Force in Women’s Golf!
Shirley McClain
51819 Shelby Rd
Shelby Twp MI 48316-4152

FIRST CLASS MAIL

2012 MWGA Membership Application
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________
City: __________________________________________ST ______ Zip +4: ________-________
Home Phone: ______ ___________________ Business Phone: ______ _____________________
Email Address: _______________________________Cell Phone: ______ _________________
Birth Date: ______________ Profession: ____________________________________________________
Check one: ____ New Member ____ Renewal (was 2011 member) ____ Previous Member (not in 2011)

New members, who/what helped you decide to join MWGA?: _________________________________
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES (09/15/11—12/31/12)

Membership Dues

New Member (has never been a member of the MWGA)
Super Senior (age 70+)
Student (age 21 and under, in high school or college)
Returning Regular, Senior or Previous Members
Associate (organization or business)

$30 ___
$30 ___
$30 ___
$50 ___
$50 ___

Name of club or affiliation: _____________________________________________________

Contributions over $250. For amounts less than $250, your cancelled check will serve as your
Receipt. MWGA is a nonprofit 501(c (3) charitable organization as determined by the IRS.

5280 Dixie Hwy
Waterford, MI 48329

2012 Board of Directors
President – Barbara Porter
248-624-2835, porter@mwgolf.org
Vice President – Denise Buechel
248-669-5119, buechel@mwgolf.org
Secretary – Deb Horning
248-642-7834, horning@mwgolf.org

$30 ___

Course Coordinator – Nancy Serra
248-625-8705, serra@mwgolf.org

$6 ____

Fund Development – Kathy Brennan
734-522-1589, brennan@mwgolf.org
Gift Certificates – Barb Coury
1127 Palmer St, Plymouth, MI 481702054, 734-454-9223, coury@mwgolf.org

Name: ____________________________________________ Phone: _____ _____________
Email: ______________________________________

Six Mailed Issues of the NEWSLINX
Donation — All donations are tax deductible. Receipts will be issued for individual

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charitable organization

Treasurer – Monica Oliver
248-477-3188, oliver@mwgolf.org

Sponsored Male A member may sponsor a male (spouse or friend) to establish his
USGA Index through the MWGA.

MICHIGAN WOMEN’S GOLF
ASSOCIATION

$ _____

Total Enclosed ______

Handicaps – Sue Madej
313-886-1804, madej@mwgolf.org

The MWGA will be your GAM Member Club and you will post scores through us, unless you belong to another
club and want your primary GAM membership through them. Do you want your GAM membership through
another club or organization? ____ If yes, please provide the name of the club/organization:
__________________________________________________________ Your GAM Number ________________

Membership – Shirley McClain
586-739-5868, mcclain@mwgolf.org

If you post scores with a non-GAM member club, what is the website address of your handicap provider:
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Juniors – Francine Pegues
313-469-7906, pegues@mwgolf.org

A USGA index is NOT required to join MWGA. If you do not have an index, it can be established as a member
through the MWGA. You must establish an index to play in MWGA tournaments.

Newsletter – Belinda Friis
248-592-2581, friiss@mwgolf.org

Make check payable to MWGA. Mail Membership Application to:

Shirley McClain, 51819 Shelby Rd, Shelby Twp, MI 48316-4152
or pay online @ www.mwgolf.org
Phone or email questions to 586-739-5868 or mcclain@mwgolf.org
Membership includes discounted rates for MWGA tournaments, newsletters, MWGA membership directory, the
USGA Rules of Golf, official USGA handicap service and GAM membership.
Your name, address, phone numbers, email address and USGA index will be published in the membership
directory. If you object to the publication of any of this information, please list what you’d like omitted:

______________________________________________________________________________________

___ I’d be willing to help the MWGA at events or on committees, etc.
___ I wish to receive MWGA communications via my email address noted above, including notice to
receive the NEWSLINX at mwgolf.org instead of via US mail.
___ Yes, I play on a league (course, league name, day, time, contact): _________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Visit www.mwgolf.org for additional information.

Nominations, Publicity – Pat Shelton
248-471-9030, shelton@mwgolf.org
Seminars & Clinics – Lu Stockton
734-546-1023, stockton@mwgolf.org
Rules – Sara Wold
734-668-8571, wold@mwgolf.org
Technologies – Cynthia Pinkard
248-227-8170, pinkard@mwgolf.org
*******************************

Advisor – Janina Jacobs
313-980-0054, jacobs@mwgolf.org
League Coordinator – Pat Witek
9727 Bassett, Livonia 48150,
248-417-1190, witek@mwgolf.org

