
Honoree Mary Fossum 

Mary Fossum began developing her own golf skills in Green Bay, WI 

where she won the Wisconsin Women's Golf Championship three 

consecutive years (1945-47). The most noted highlight of her career 

was her semifinal match-play victory over Mildred (Babe) Didrikson-

Zaharias in the 1946 Women's Western Amateur.  She later applied 

her knowledge of the skill and sport to developing future golfers. 

Mary Fossum’s greatest legacy to women’s golf is undeniably the 

cadre of young golfers she mentored as coach of the Michigan State 

University golf team for more than 25 years.  Fossum was the first 

head coach of the Spartans from the program's creation in 1973 until 

her retirement in 1997.  Under her leadership, the Spartans won an unprecedented five straight Big 

Ten titles (1974-78) and played in six consecutive AIAW National Championships (1973-78).  The 

Spartans regained the conference crown in 1982 and played in the 1982 and 1984 NCAA 

Championships.  MSU claimed its third conference runner-up spot under Fossum at the 1987 Big 

Ten Championship.  Nationally, she served as a member of the NCAA golf committee which guides 

the national development and administration of women's collegiate golf. 

Mary’s accomplishments as a coach led to much recognition as one of the country's best collegiate 

golf coaches.  She was honored as the first NCAA Midwest Region Coach of the Year in 1984 and was 

inducted into the Golf Coaches Hall of Fame in 1988.  Ten years later, in 1998, Fossum was honored 

by the College Golf Foundation with the Rolex/Gladys Palmer Meritorious Service Award for 

outstanding service and contributions to collegiate women's golf.  In 1999, Michigan State's annual 

fall women's golf tournament was renamed the Mary Fossum Invitational.  Fossum was a three 

time hall of fame inductee; Wisconsin Golf Hall of Fame, (the fifth woman,  1990), Michigan Golf Hall 

of Fame (2002), and MSU Athletics Hall of Fame (2003). 

Two awards named in Mary’s honor will help to memorialize her 

legacy. The first resulted from an anonymous gift to fully fund a 

scholarship in the Spartan women's golf program bearing the 

name of Mary Fossum, longtime head women's golf coach. The first 

recipient of The Mary Fossum Endowed Scholarship for 

Women’s Golf was announced May, 2001.  The second was an 

announcement by the Big Ten Conference of the creation of the 

Mary Fossum Award to be presented to the student-athlete with 

the lowest stroke average.  Mary handed out the first of these 

awards before the Big Ten Championships at Forest Akers Golf 

Course, in April, 2007. 

The MWGA is proud to celebrate Mary Fossum’s legacy in coaching women’s golf.  Mary currently 

resides in Okemos, MI and has four children, nine grandchildren and a great grandchild. 


